
The Pendemic 
A supplement to Talking Turning during the Covid-19 Pandemic 

Welcome	to	edition	three	of		The	Pendemic.		

What	changes	has	the	Covid-19	pandemic	forced	you	to	make?	

Life	as	we	once	knew	it	seems	to	be	getting	more	of	a	distant	memory	and	there	
are	many	questioning	whether	we	will	ever	return	to	life	as	we	know	it	once	again.	I	
am	sure	there	are	many	changes	that	have	been	forced	upon	us	that	will	become	
“the	new	normal”.		

In	the	last	edition	I	mentioned	the	warehouse	where	I	was	working.	I	mentioned	
currently	as	that	was	the	case,	I	was	working	out	the	notice	I	had	been	given	as	my	
position	had	been	made	redundant.	I	did		wonder	how	long	it	would	be	before	the	
company	would	be	forced	to	take	action	with	the	downturn.	In	the	work	appraisal	I	
filled	out	at	the	start	of	the	year	I	had	said	one	of	my	goals	would	be	to	start	
transitioning	to	retirement	in	the	next	few	years.	Be	careful	what	you	wish	for,	I	
think	they	may	have	seen	me	as	a	good	first	candidate	to	be	made	redundant.		

Having	my	position	made	redundant	has	actually	been	a	blessing	for	me	as	it	has	
forced	me	to	take	stock	of	where	I	was	going	and	has	opened	up	new	opportunities.	
I	have	had	to	consider	whether	I	could	take	an	early	retirement.	As	this	did	not	seem	
an	option,	could	I	work	part	time?	Could	I	change	direction	in	the	type	of	work	I	did?	
What	sort	of	work	could	I	do?	What	was	my	skill	set?	Could	I	consider	working	for	
myself?	My	employer	kindly	offer	help	with	setting	out	a	CV.	I	am	never	good	at	
selling	myself	and	was	interested	to	see	how	others	view	my	skill	set.	According	to	
the	advice	given	to	put	on	my	CV	I	could	also	list	that	I	am	a	“woodturner	and	
demonstrator	running	a	hobby	business”.	I	think	this	may	be	stretching	things	a	
little,	although	it	does	provide	food	for	thought	and	is	an	area	I	could	pursue.	

Some	of	the	things	I	have	been	forced	to	do	are:-	
	 Stop	attending	meetings,	of	which	there	were	many.	
	 Learn	how	to	hold	a	Zoom	meeting.	
	 Learn	how	to	join	a	social	chat	group	-	WhatsApp.	
	 Become	a	lot	more	considerate	of	how	my	actions	affected	others.	
	 Clean	up	and	“decommission”	my	area	at	work.	
	 Clean	up	and	make	room	in	my	garage	for	all	the	equipment	of	mine	I	had		 	
	 been	using	at	work.	
	 Sell	some	of	my	equipment	that	had	been	taking	up	room.	



	 Spend	more	time	at	home	and	notice	things	that		would	be	otherwise		 	
	 overlooked.	
	 	
I	am	sure	that	once	the	restrictions	are	removed	we	will	see	a	number	of	changes	to	
the	way	many	people	carry	on	their	day	to	day	life.	There	may	be	more	people	
working	from	home.	People	may	exercise	more.	People	may	be	more	concerned	for	
their	neighbours	and	those	around	them.	

What	changes	have	you	been	forced	to	make?	Are	they	for	better	or	worse?	Would	
you	keep	doing	any	of	the	things	you	are	now	doing	because	of	forced	isolation?	
What	are	you	looking	forward	to	being	able	to	do	again?	What	are	you	looking	
forward	to	no	longer	having	to	do?	

All	the	best	for	you	all	as	we	carry	on.	Let’s	hope	the	end	of	this	is	not	too	far	away.	

Regards	Richard.	

Enough	about	my	little	patch.	One	of	our	newer	members	has	written	an	article	for	
The	Pendemic	describing	his	journey	into	woodturning.	Thanks	for	the	article	Gary.	
Enjoy	the	read.	

Gary	Jenvey	

My	woodturning	started	a	bit	by	accident.		I	visited	Pop’s	Shed	one	day	to	buy	a	clock	mechanism	for	a	clock	
I	was	fixing	for	my	father	in	law.	Whilst	there	I	was	intrigued	with	all	the	lathes	and	woodworking	
equipment.	I	spoke	to	Chris	the	proprietor	and	in	no	Eme,	I	had	signed	up	to	do	an	introductory	
woodturning	course	on	a	Saturday	morning.	The	course	showed	us	basic	spindle	turning	and	to	my	
amazement	I	ended	up	making	a	pen.	

My	interest	rose	and	I	soon	signed	up	for	another	course	in	bowl	making.	I	made	a	bowl	using	Camphor	
Laurel	which	I	really	enjoyed.	Chris	menEoned	an	upcoming	AWTEX	exhibiEon	in	June	2019.	Kaye	and	I	
aSended	and	I	was	preSy	impressed	with	the	display	of	turned	objects	and	the	friendliness	of	the	people	
there.	I	spoke	to	David	Caddy	and	he	told	me	about	the	Koornung	Guild	and	gave	me	some	contact	
informaEon.	

A	couple	of	weeks	later	I	spoke	to	Richard	J	who	suggested	I	visit	the	shed	on	Thursday	and	to	speak	to	Ray	
Smith.	By	this	stage	I	had	bought	myself	a	lathe	and	some	tools	and	had	begun	my	woodturning	journey.	It	
has	turned	out	to	be	a	very	expensive	clock	repair.	I	joined	the	Guild	and	have	been	aSending	the	Thursday	
shed	meeEngs	ever	since.	Ray	has	been	a	great	mentor	and	I	have	learned	so	much	in	a	preSy	short	Eme.		

I	recently	(before	Covid)	started	going	to	the	Monday	night	MeeEngs	and	have	found	this	to	be	another	
great	source	of	knowledge.	Any	quesEons	I	have,	have	been	answered	and	suggesEons	made	to	assist	me.	I	
have	found	going	to	both	the	Thursday	and	Monday	meeEng	invaluable	and	they	have	given	me	confidence	
to	keep	going.	I	recommend	the	Monday	night	to	new	turners.	



I	have	probably	been	a	bit	careful	about	Ember	I	am	using	but	one	of	the	Monday	nighters	put	it	into	
perspecEve	when	he	told	me.	“its	just	a	bit	of	firewood”.		I	am	a	bit	more	relaxed	that	mistakes	can	happen	
and	not	to	sweat	the	small	stuff.	

I	sEll	have	heaps	to	learn	and	I	really	enjoy	the	wood	turning.	I	may	not	be	a	prolific	turner	but	I	feel	it	is	a	
great	hobby	and	I	can	lose	myself	in	the	workshop	for	several	hours.	

I	have	been	busy	at	home	painEng	and	doing	other	maintenance	jobs	around	the	house.	I	have	cleaned	up	
my	workshop	and	am	looking	forward	to	ge\ng	back	to	the	workshops	and	meeEngs	and	catching	up	with	
the	members.	

Happy	Turning.	

PS.						Old	woodturners	never	die,	they	just	spindle	away	

Some	questions	to	ponder…	

If	nothing	sticks	to	the	non	stick	coating	on	a	frypan,	how	does	the	non	stick	coating	
stick	to	the	frypan?	

Why	is	abbreviated	such	a	long	word?	

Why	is	the	fear	of	long	words	called	hippopotomonstrosesquippedaliophobia?	

Why	does	the	word	“lisp”	contain	an	“s”?	

Why	do	banks	have	branches	if	money	does		
not	grow	on	trees?	

Technical	Tips.			

This	month’s	technical	tip	is	from	Graham	Besley.	

Cracks

Cracks in the wood that we turn is a common problem. Do we fill them or leave as a 
natural feature? There is no clear answer, it depends on the design of your piece and your 
artistic feel for the item.

 If the crack is likely to weaken the wood with a danger of flying apart , then it is often 
prudent to fill  with epoxy or super glue. Epoxy is more economical and stronger for large 
cracks.

There is the decision re colour of the fill, do we try to match the wood or go for a contrast, 
such as a dark brown or black. For black, there are a variety of dies or carbon black that 
can be purchased. Coffee grounds can be used for a dark brown. 



Keep a small supply of sanding dust from various woods and these can be mixed with the 
epoxy or super glue to obtain a desired colour. You need to experiment, generally the end 
colour will be darker than the wood dust used. Try using a mix of dusts. When using super 
glue, use the thick type as this gives more time to mix and apply to the crack before it 
hardens. Only mix small quantities at a time.

Epoxy has a tendency to run out of the crack, tape can be used to constrain the epoxy to a 
specific area.

Jam Chucking Aids:
The tail stock can often be used to help hold an item when reverse jam chucking to finish 
the bottom of a piece. However, the tail stock can often be in the way. Extension rods allow 
the tail stock to apply pressure but be further from the work area. Those members who 
have received tuition by Ray Smith on a Thursday will be familiar with the use of these 
aids. They work well with a 60 degree cone live center. The rods can be made any size to 
suit the job at hand. The photos  below show some examples;.

When using, it is important to ensure the rod runs on center. If off center it wobbles a lot 
and is prone to coming loose.  When used, there is a section on the bottom that cannot be 
turned. This will have to be manually removed 
and sanded later.

Another version is to use small pointed dowel in 
the end of a pen mandrel saver. This also can 
improve access to the work piece, but results in 
a very small area that needs manual finishing.

The following 25mm sanding disk that is 
used with a Dremel is good for manual 
finishing the bottom in the above cases.



A crossword for woodies.

1 2 3

7 8 9 10 11

12 13

14 15 16

17 18

19 20 21

22 23 24

25 26 27 26

28 29 28

30 31

32 33 34

35 36

37 38 39 40 41

43 43 44

45 46

47 47 48 49

ACROSS


7    Under the shade of a …(8)

9    What is done to wood. (3)

10   Type of fruit tree. (5)

12   Hard timber from inland Australia. (5)

14   Owenia acidula AKA native peach or … apple (3)

15   Type of edge on a turned item. (7)

17   This timber bleeds when cut. (9)

18   You may have become sensitised if you get a ..(4)

19   Wood with this is no good for turning. (3)

20   American service medal. (11)

22   Western Australian hardwood. (5)

23   Edge of flat or curved surfaces. (5)

25   Timber known for its toxicity. (8)

28   Exciting news makes your ears do this. (6)

30   Often chewed. (3) 

31   Half. (prefix) (5)

32   Face masks must be …. when demonstrating. (4)

33   Type of chuck. (3)

35  This timber could swing a compass. (8)

37   A useful container. Comes in yellow or grey. (3)

40   A dark lady is often named this. (5)

44   Cheap timber between veneers. (4)

45   This timber will bounce. (10)

46   Method of applying glue or finish. (3)

47   Female oak. (3)

48   Tree with white timber and red berries. (5)

49   Australia’s floral emblem. (6)


DOWN


1    A ship is steered from the ‘  _ _ _ .(3)

2    The male cow grew from an acorn. (Cryptic) (7)

3    Tree with delicious stone fruit. (5)

7    Type of fruit tree. Often used for furniture. (6)

8    The result of an infection prized by turners. (4)

9    My outer layer will light the way. (10)

11   Timber from tree that is often ornamental. (4)

13   Poor Stuart could not pronounce “S”. (5)

16   Railway station near Blackburn. (8)

19  “Irish” wood. (6)

20   To remember and long for. (4)

21   “That’s (6)! Don’t you know how well it burns?”

23   Hard timber often coms from an …region. (4)

24   Eucalyptus with fibrous bark. (11)

26   Containers often have one. (3)

27   This timber has a good bark. (7)

29   If our bark were any tougher it would rust. (9)

30   Void that may or may not be filled. (3)

34   ——————— dickory dock. (7)

36   The journey ended DOA. (Cryptic) (4)

38   Timber that forms a band around the ocean. (5)

39   Timber for making archery bows. (3)

41   If you have one it needs to be sharp. (5)

43  The chisel that strikes terror or is favoured. (4)




There is no “Who am I?” this month but I hope you enjoyed the crossword. It took 
me longer to do than I thought it would. I hope you enjoyed it. - Richard.


SHOW AND TELL




Bruce Black finished his bowl. The wood was a 
bit “punky” but seemed to respond to Earls 
Wood Hardener as suggested by Mal. Bruce 
said it was a pain to sand.

Bruce had also sent a video of a lovely bowl 
made from stringy bark (he thinks). 
Unfortunately I could not include the video for 
you to see.


Graham Besley got cut up making 
this 260mm diameter bowl. The 
timber is Claret ash from his endless 
supply, liming white wax on the inside 
with Japan black dye and Danish oil 
finish on the outside. Both allowing 
the grain to show.





Mal Jackson has been busy with this 
bowl. Unknown burl. 320mm diameter, 
100mm high. Danish oil finish.








 

More from Mal Jackson. This 
time a 520mm platter. 
Unknown burl. Danish oil 
finish.


-Measure this out to see how 
large 520mm is!


It is good to have Di Bermingham 
turning again. Made from Cypress 
that was full of cracks. It was going to 
have a lid but did not look right.


This is a prototype wool bowl for her 
sister, Di is far too busy to take up 
knitting. Anyone who tells you 
otherwise is spinning you a yarn!




Some watch stands for the order placed by a business that sells watches. They are 
paying the guild for the watch stands with the money raised going towards 
providing pen kits for Pens for the Troops.


We have an order for about 10 stands per month and looks to be an ongoing order.  
John Osborn has made plans from a photo the client supplied. The plans are on 
the website in the member’s area under Watch Stand.


If you would like to help by making some stands please contact Richard. IO have a 
supply of Vic. ash timber cut to size as spindles and bases. Jim Pagonis has also 
supplied some Merbau blanks.


On the left, Mal’s first 
attempt with the merbau 
supplied by Jim. 
Finished with Danish oil. 
On the right, three 
stands by John Osborn. 
He thinks the timber is 
Qld Wallnut but is not 
sure. Some worm holes 
became apparent so he 
is not sure whether the 
client will be happy with 
the result. (They look OK 
to me.)


Graham Besley must be missing 
AWTEX. This beautiful piece is of 

a York Gum burl, 170 mm in diameter and pierced with a dentist drill bit in a 
Dremel.







On Friday I received a text from Carolyn at Koonung Cottage Community House 
saying that as of the 1st June the cottage would be opening again with a raft of 
new procedures. Unfortunately the cottage office had closed by the time I read the 
email so I am not sure exactly what this will mean for us. It may still not be 
practical for us to hold general meetings due to the number of people being unable 
to fit into a room too small to allow social distancing and we may still not be able 
to use the shed.  Once I speak to her I can discuss with the committee and let all 
members know what  direction we will be taking.


On a positive note, it seems that restrictions are slowly being lifted. We will have to 
wait and see what this will mean for the guild and how we meet.


Regards, Richard.


Breaking News


