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Welcome to Talking Turning for July 2018 
 
The June meeting was very low on numbers 
attending, especially after the May and June 
meetings. Perhaps it was because Graham was 
unavailable to demonstrate embellishing so Tom and 
I stepped up to demonstrate pen turning, something 
many would be familiar with. The demonstration went 
well with Richard showing how easy it is to turn right 
through the timber into the brass tubing. Tom 
demonstrated how to dismantle a pen for repairs and servicing then turned a slimline 
pen. 
 
This month we hope to have Graham Besley showing various embellishing 
techniques. Unfortunately last month Graham’s mother was unwell and passed 
away. Our condolences to Graham on his loss.  
 
Tom Beswick was announced as the Welfare Officer for the Guild. Congratulations 
to Tom. Thanks for seeing the need, suggesting the position and being prepared to 
step up to fill it. 
 
Neale Rees brought some blackwood salvaged from a TV cabinet donated by Gail 
Rogerson to gauge interest, especially in a couple of larger pieces. Some of this has 
already been taken and put to good use. Jim Pagonis has made a walking stick and 
a jewelry box to give to Gail to thank her for considering the Guild. Thanks Jim for 
your efforts. 
 
Richard brought some Oregon from a renovation and some jarrah fence pickets. 
Some interest was shown in the pickets but no Oregon was taken.  
 
Rick took items from AWTEX to set up the display at Whitehorse library. 
Unfortunately the numbers of items were down. Several additional items were 
provided by Ray Smith to add to the display with a few more from Richard. Thanks to 
all who provided items to display. 
 
The Sub committee for the open day had their first meeting on Monday 2nd July. It’s 
early stages yet but we are progressing well making plans for the open day to be 
held on 23rd March next year. 
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In an effort to extend friendship to other clubs and guilds, and with the hope of 
establishing contacts for future demonstrators for our general meetings, I attended 
the Forest Hills Woodturning Guild on their Saturday morning workshop session. This 
is held on the first Saturday of the month with the general meeting held on the 3rd 
Saturday. The project when I visited was to make a spoon. I have often wondered 
how this was done. During the morning I spoke to the president. They are very keen 
to have us visit and I returned the invitation to them suggesting one of their members 
might like to demonstrate at one of our monthly meetings. They sounded positive to 
the suggestion and said we could reciprocate, when would I like to demonstrate? So 
for those of you who missed my demonstration on thread cutting, or would like to see 
it again, you will have the opportunity on Saturday 18th August at Forest Hill 
Woodturning Guild. They meet at the Eley Park Community Annex, 32 Richmond St. 
Blackburn South. If enough of our members attend they are prepared to crank up 
their BBQ for lunch afterwards. 
 
Don’t forget that the August meeting will be the AGM and the toys for Country Hope 
will be due in. The best turned toy will receive the John Atkinson award. The toys 
need to be brought to the August general meeting. Further information about the John 
Atkinson award and Country Hope for children with cancer can be found on the Guild 
website under “History and Awards”. 
 
August will be a busy month. I have outlined the activities as follows. 
 
Sat. 11th Demonstration at Nunawading Bunnings 10.00am to 2.00pm 
  Volunteers required to set up, demonstrate and pack up. 
 
Sat. 18th Richard demonstrating at Forest Hill Woodturners Guild 
 
Sat. 25th AGM. Toys for Country Hope due. President’s Challenge set. 
 
Thurs. 30th Guild demonstrating for Boyzone, St Alfred’s 7.00pm – 9.00pm? 
 
 
I look forward to seeing you at the July meeting. Until then, keep turning. 
 
Richard Jardine. 
 
 
Q: What is Bob the builder called when he retires? 
A: Bob. 
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JUNE	SHOW	&	TELL	led	by	TOM	BESWICK	

Geoff	has	
produced	an	array	
of	bowls	turned	
from	Apricot,	
Cherry	and	
Banksia.	All	
finished	with	
Friction	high	
polish	on	top	and	
Danish	oil	on	the	
bottom.		
Some	of	the	timber	
was	saved	from	a	
firewood	pile	and	
put	to	better	use.	

Charles	produced	this	pendant	
from	Pine	and	Mahogany	and	
finished	with	Danish	Oil.	
It	started	out	as	bracelet	and	
then	a	design	modification	was	
required	to	complete	the	job.		
(we	have	all	had	one	of	those)	
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Richard's preparation for his demonstration was very good.  He assembled a large array of 
tools and jigs as well as preparing a two-page handout describing equipment and sources for 
penmaking. There was a selection of home-made and commercially produced pen blanks, a 
purpose built two jaw chuck to hold a blank in the lathe for drilling and a four jaw chuck 
with pin jaws. There was also a drill press vice with a “v” cut into the jaws to facilitate 
holding a pen blank vertically for drilling. 
 

JUNE	DEMONSTRATION	RICHARD	JARDINE	&TOM	BESWICK		

Words	by	Cliff	Walsh	
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      Glues- Richard uses 5 min. & 24 hour epoxy and CA, although he finds the 5 min. 
epoxy tends to begin setting before he has finished inserting the tubes. 
   The pen blank should be slightly longer than the tube, which should be roughened on the 
outside. 
   Richard demonstrated the gluing process with 24 hour epoxy. He had turned a pair of 
tapered wooden items that fitted neatly into the brass tubes to stop the glue from 
contaminating the inside of the tubes. These also acted as handles so that fingers wouldn't 
contact the glue. Excess glue is removed after some of the glue spread inside the blanks is 
expelled as the brass tubes are inserted. 
   Richard recommends having thinners available to clean fingers if epoxy does get on 
them.  Methylated spirits works well too. 

   Another homemade accessory was a faceplate mounted disc covered with abrasive, which 
was used to abrade the ends of blanks which were held by a tailstock held jig. This ensured the 
blank ends were sanded perfectly square. A variation of this was a velcro covered disc, which 
held 50mm abrasive, discs for trimming the blank ends. The advantage of this was that the 
small disc could be re-positioned once the part used for abrading was worn.   A commercially 
available cutter is available to trim the blank ends. Richard also had a small table supported by 
the banjo	
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A pen blank mandrel was used when Richard demonstrated the turning of the blank.  Instead of 
using bushes to hold larger pen tubes, he made a larger diameter mandrel which worked very 
successfully. 

   After marking the blanks to 
assist orientation when 
assembling the pen, Richard 
used a roughing gouge and a 
skew to turn the blanks. He 
used abrasive paper to 
smooth out the turning marks, 
progressing though the grades 
to very fine. Some pens 
require the blank to be 
modified to accommodate the 
clip. 
   Richard uses CA, Aussie 
Oil and Glow to finish the 
pens. 
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   Tom brought along the first pen he made, using fiddleback 
blackwood to very good effect.  He demonstrated how a pen 
disassembly kit was used to effectively separate the pen 
components from the blank. Necessary when components are 
faulty. 
   Tom brought along accessories and jigs to help pen 
making. 
   He made discs from nylon to use as anvils when pressing 
parts together in the lathe. 
   Tom suggested that the turned pen shape should be thicker 
at the writing end to make the finger grip more comfortable, 
especially for older fingers.  He used a roughing gouge and a 
spindle gouge to turn the blanks, initially to 15mm diameter, 
before shaping and obtaining the finished diameter. Tom's preferred shape is like two cigars, 
with the ends reduced in size to match the pen fittings.	

   Sanding through the grits, Tom suggests that one should 
sand to1500 for hard woods and 600 for soft woods. 
   Tom used CA to finish the pen blanks, putting on three coats 
with accelerator used in between coats. EEE was used to 
finish them off.  He suggested that the ends of the blanks 
should be sealed to prevent moisture from entering the wood. 
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   With two great demonstrations like these, no-one should have any 
difficulty with penmaking. With so much information given though, it 
would be normal to forget or miss something important. Both of our 
demonstrators would be happy to give advice, I'm sure. 
Cliff Walsh 

Another	
method	for	
pushing	the	
pen	parts	
together.	
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JULY	MEETING	
	
July		Meeting	28th		July	
Graham	Besley	will	be	demonstrating	various	embellishment	techniques.	
	
AugustMeeting	25th	August	
AGM.	Nominations	for	all	positions	are	open(see	second	attachment	for	details)	
Toys	for	Country	hope	
Gadgets	
Forest Hill Woodturners Guild would like to have a get together and BBQ. 
Richard will be demonstrating at FHWTG August 18th. KWTG invited. Invite 
members and let FHWTG know numbers. Suggested a BBQ at the end of the 
event. 
Thoughts of an inter club competition. Possibly unknown partners. Teams of 2, one 
from each guild given ½ the plans for an unknown finished item.  
	
Library	Display	
The	display	at	Nunawading	Library	will	be	dismantled	this	week.	Members	will	be	able	
to	pick	up	their	turnings	at	the	July	Meeting.	Thankyou	to	those	who	had	items	on	
display.	
	
Bunnings	demonstration	and	display	Nunawading	11th.August.	
We	have	organized	to	have	a	demonstration	and	display	of	our	works	at	Nunawading	
Bunnings	on	the	11th.	August	from	10am-2pm.	Please	consider	coming	along	and	show	
your	skills	at	the	lathe	and	talk	to	people	about	why	woodturning	is	a	great	hobby.	
Please	let	Richard	know	if	you	intend	to	support	or	turn	at	the	event.	
	
John	Atkinson	Award	
Its	time	to	start	thinking	about	turning	toys	for	the	John	Atkinson	Award	for	the	best-
turned	toy.	The	toys	are	for	Country	Hope.	Toys	will	be	collected	at	the	August	meeting	
	
Sat. 18th Richard demonstrating at Forest Hill Woodturners Guild 
 
Sat. 25th AGM. Toys for Country Hope due. President’s Challenge set. 
 
Thurs. 30th Guild demonstrating for Boyzone, St Alfred’s 7.00pm – 9.00pm? 
 
	

UPCOMING	EVENTS	
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Woodies Weekend Watch list 
	

Date	 Event	 Location	 Contact 
Name	

Email	

2nd – 4th 
March	

Bowna 
Turnabout 

(formerly Wagga 
Wagga Turnabout	

Bowna 
NSW	

Harry 
Dennis	

wagga.turnabout@gmail.com  
dennispastoral@bigpond.com 

	

28th – 29th 
April	

Grampians U 
Turn	

	 Jeff Willey	 willey76@tpg.com.au 
	

20th – 22nd 
July	

Forest Edge 
Experience	

Neerim 
East	

Mary 
Reynolds	

lakeviewmary@gmail.com 
	

7th – 9th 
September	

Down Under 
Turnaround	

Phillip 
Island	

Bruce 
Talbot	

bctalbot@bigpond.com 
	

9th – 11th 
November	

Roundtooit	 Jindabyne 
NSW	

Richard 
Nutt 

0404 020 
440	

Kerry Truelove 
02 6457 8214	

NOTICES	
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	 KOONUNG WOODTURNERS GUILD 
INC. 

Promoting Excellence and Fellowship in 
Woodturning 

Reg. No. A0033752T 
	

The Koonung Woodturner’s Guild meets at 9.00am 
on the fourth Saturday of each month at 109 

Koonung Road Blackburn North 3130	

If	unable	to	deliver	please	return	to	Richard	Jardine			15	Cunningham	St.	Box	Hill	3128	

First Place Spindle Turned Item Novice 
David Tonkin 

Australian Woodturning Exhibition 2018 
	


