
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

I was recently reading an editorial in a past copy of the English Woodturning magazine  (issue 271) by 
Mark Baker. He poses the question “how many projects will people be creating on the lathe this year?”   
It appears that his research indicates an average of about 15 turned items per year per UK club 
member. I was a bit surprised it was that low. I wonder what our statistics would be. Do you set 
yourselves a target per month as part of self motivation?  I personally only complete about half as 
many items as I intend to make. The bottom line is of course, we should measure our activity more in 
terms of how much fun we are having with our chosen hobby. This brings me to a related topic, are you 
having fun producing some items for the Woodturning Exhibition? There is now only 8 weeks before 
entries are due to be submitted. I hope we have more members entering this year. 
 
The Committee continues to focus on the workshop. We have decided to upgrade the dust extraction 
system. From a safety point of view, we need to minimise the dust levels in the shed. Other Clubs have 
addressed this recently and we intend to put the existing dust extractor into an enclosure to reduce 
noise levels and run new piping to each lathe and to the band saw. This work will be progressed by 
committee members over the next month or so. We seek your support while the works are being 
carried out as I expect there will be some disruption to layout and access to some equipment. 
 
Our demonstration at the March meeting will focus on sandblasting and how it can be used  as a 
technique to embellish wooden items. It promises to be a new area of exploration. See you next 
weekend and don’t forget to bring along some items for show and tell. 
 
 
Cheers,  Graham 
 
 

A thought from Albert Einstein;  “I am thankful for all of those who said NO to me. 

Its because of them I’m doing it myself.”    

 

VOL 3/15 PRESIDENT’S REPORT March 2015 

I hope you all enjoyed the excellent demonstration by Peter Oppenheimer 
at February’s meeting. The router incised plate concept is an intriguing 
design and I am sure a number of you will be tempted to have a go at 
making one. The router table and holding jig is sure to make an appearance 
at the annual gadgets and jigs day in August.  Our esteemed Editor has 
provided an excellent summary of the demo for your reference. 
The stability limitation with the demonstrator lathe that limited what Peter 
could show us is being addressed by the Committee. A new support stand is 
being purchased and we will build a system to allow the lathe to be moved 
but not be on the wheels when in use. 
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Quite a lot of show and tell this month to make up for last month’s shortfall. 
Although the offerings were from ‘the usual suspects’ – going by the last couple of 
year’s S&T contributions, we’re convinced only about a quarter of the 
membership actually turn!!. Come on guys, bring in some of your latest 
masterpieces for us all to admire.  

Another great carriage clock by Frank Larsen. 
This model is proving quite popular with his 
family members and this one is in Silky Oak 
and has been finished in Danish Oil. 

Segmented wall clock by John 
Osborne(2) in Jarrah, Redgum and 
Pecan. The clock has been finished 
in Danish Oil. 

Another well thought out, creative piece by Joe Walker. This 
is a red Gum lidded container mounted in rings of Japanese 
Maple on a Red Gum pedestal. All beautifully finished in 
Danish Oil. 
 

Val Dalsanto brought along a number of 
pieces this month. This natural edged 
bowl is in an unknown timber and has 
been finished with EEE. 

Charles Mercer completed this knife holder 
(sheath, scabbard??). It will be used to 
protect a family member’s kitchen knife 
which was purchased in Japan. The item is in 
Redgum and finished in Wipe-On Poly. 

Charles Mercer completed this candlestick in black stained 
hardwood framing timber and Red Gum. As usual, Charles 
has finished this with Wipe-On Poly and has is intending to 
turn another to match this one. 
 

FEBRUARY SHOW AND TELL – Led by John McBrinn 
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David Scott’s offset turned candlestick in 
Goa Cyprus at left is the pattern for the 
version at right made from a 6” Cyprus 
fence post. 

Frank Larsen’s Blackwood bowl at left was his first 
attempt at carving a feature. Once again, this piece 
is finished in Danish Oil. 

Those that attended last year’s all day 
demonstration by Julio Marcalongo will recognize 
his lidded box with barley twist handle. Graham 
Besley’s version is in PNG Rosewood and finished 
with Superglue. 

John Osborne’s version of the “Nick Agar and David 
Springett – Evolution of Woodturning” project set by 
Graham as a ‘Wednesday challenge’. This one is 
finished in satin acrylic paint with pink roses and finial. 

Charlie Mercer has produced the new handles 
for the valuable salad server’s at left. This pair is 
in Red Gum and finished in Wipe-On poly. 
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Mal Jackson has made the pen set at left. The pens are 
made using Coolabah and the beautifully constructed 
box is in Huon Pine and Mulga. Mal has used rare 
earth magnets to latch the lid. 



Val Dalsanto’s Silky Oak bowls. Two smaller 
ones at left and a larger one at right are all 
finished in Danish Oil. 

This pendulum desk clock by John Osborne(2) is 
made of American Cherry and is finished in spray 
acrylic 

  

This Potpourri is a piece by a potential 
new member in Richard Jardine. He 
believes that the timber may be 
Blackwood and is one of the first pieces 
that he has turned – great effort Richard. 

Another two bowls by Val. The one on the left 
is in Spalted Pecan and the right is Blackwood. 
Both of these have great shape and are 
beautifully finished. Val is a regular Monday 
night attendee and it is clearly having a 
positive effect! 

Three of the massagers produced 
at the hands on day in Feb. 
Compare these to the stunning 
example at right made by Alan 
Thompson. 
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Peter outlines the construction of 
the incised plate (right) prior to 
commencing the demonstration. 
 

He prepares templates to match the 
inside curve of the plate. Keep the 
concave offcut as that will be used 
to prepare a chuck when reverse 
chucking. 
 

FEBRUARY DEMONSTRATOR – Peter Oppenheim 

 

Our demonstrator this month was Peter Oppenheim of Peninsula Woodturners. 
Peter demonstrated the making of his incised plate with insert. Peter was kind 
enough to provide us with a two page handout detailing the steps. If you missed out 
on a copy or weren’t at the demo, there is a copy available in the plans section of the 
member’s area of the website. 
 
 

The blank is mounted to the home made screw chuck at Right. Peter uses 
3 pieces of hardwood glued with grain at right angles and drilled and 
tapped to suit the headstock (note the holes drilled in the side to fit the 
bar to tighten and unscrew the chuck. A waste block is then glued to the 
chuck on which the blank is mounted using Titebond III. 

Peter starts by preparing a suitable blank of close grained 
timber such as Red Gum, Leatherwood or Myrtle (in this case a 
300mm by 40mm piece of Tas Myrtle). He uses the jig at left to 
mark the circle and uses the nail to mark centre prior to cutting 
out on the bandsaw. 
 

Blank mounted on the lathe. 
 



  

The inside is then turned using a bowl gouge with a 
fingernail grind. The curve is frequently checked 
with the template during turning. When the profile 
is close to the template, final cuts are taken using a 
negative rake scraper. The inside is then power 
sanded through the grades until a fine finish is 
achieved. 
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Set up the router cutter at the circle pencil line 
and clamp on two pieces of timber to act as 
guides. Ensure that the router can slide easily 
back and forward without sticking. The circle 
can then be cut by manually rotating the piece. 
 

The router bit can be any suitable size although Peter 
indicated that the smaller cutters can look better. The 
cuts should be about 5mm or so deep (depth is set using 
the guard on the front of Peter’s jig). Cuts are made from 
the penciled circle mark previously made all the way to 
the edge. Take several cuts each progressively deeper all 
the way to the full depth. Make the cuts at each index 
position. Use eye and ear protection! 
 

A circle is marked in pencil to match the inside groove and the router table is attached to the bed. Peter’s 
router bed is made of laminex covered MDF. The router is mounted on a base so that the cutter is in the 
centre of the headstock spindle. Routing is performed using the lathe indexer and the lathe turned off. 
 

Once all the grooves are cut, drill a hole with a bit smaller than the incised grooves all the way 
through the blank in a few of the grooves at the pencil line. These will indicate the end of the 
lines when turning the back. 
 

At this point Peter prepared the insert for the centre of the plate. In the sample plate he had 
used mother of pearl mounted in a turned ring of Gidgee. For the demo though, he used 
Eucalyptus burl and Gidgee. 
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Remount the plate and turn a concave recess at the 
diameter measured above. Glue in the insert – Peter prefers 
epoxy (Rapid Cure from Carbon Fiber Australia P/L – 
www.carbonfiber.com.au) 
 

Unfortunately, due to lathe stability issues Peter couldn’t 
turn the back but described the process in detail. 
 

Hog out the back using a bowl gouge to a thickness of around 
25mm then working from the outside to just past the outer 
ring, using a thin parting tool and frequently checking depth, 
bring the outside of the plate down to the thickness of the 
outer ring. Mark the outer ring and bring both sides of the 
ring to final depth. Form a bead on the outer ring and then 
bring the inside to final depth to the drill holes and then 
power sand  through the grades. 

The burl was mounted on a glue chuck using hot melt glue. The edge was then trued up taking 
fine cuts to ensure that the glue doesn’t let go. Once the edge is true, turn a bevel on the edge 
and clean up with a skew. The same method is used on the Gidgee, turning the centre to match 
the burl and a bevel on the outer edge. Take a measurement of the diameter of the gidgee at 
around the centre of the bevel (the average diameter). This will be the diameter of the recess in 
the plate to hold the insert. 
 

To turn the back, the piece is mounted on a threaded live centre and mounted in the tail stock. 
A wooden faceplate with a rubber face is mounted on the headstock spindle to drive the piece 
and the tailstock moved up so that the inside face of the piece is engaging the rubber. Lock 
down the tailstock and drive the piece in tight using the hand-wheel and lock down. 
 

Detail of outer ring 
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To remove the glue chuck and finish the bottom the turner can use Cole Jaws, Vacuum chuck or a shop 
made donut chuck. Peter usually uses a vacuum chuck to hold the plate in the center (where there are 
no incisions). If no vacuum chuck is available, the next best method is the shop made chuck. Below. 

Mount a piece of timber with a 50mm or so bigger diameter than the bowl on a face plate and true the 
edge. Mark the exact diameter of the bowl and using the concave template saved from cutting out the 
inside template, turn a curve to precisely match the inside curve of the bowl followed by a lip to 
securely hold the bowl edge. Make the donut ring the same diameter as the chuck and turn out the 
inside to fit the outside curve of the plate with a diameter of the outside ring and glue on foam rubber 
to protect the plate. The plate is then sandwiched between the ring and the chuck and held securely 
with screws. 
The glue chuck can now be turned off and the bottom completed the turners preferred way and the 
plate finished with the finish of choice.  

Some images of the sample platter that 
Peter brought in. We are looking forward 
to seeing a few of these appear at a 
future Show and Tell. 
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FORWARD PROGRAM and REMINDERS 

MARCH MEETING. 
This month Tony Smith will be our guest demonstrator. Tony will be demonstrating 
sandblasting as a decorative affect. Tony usually sandblasts glass but it is equally 
effective on timber. 
 
APRIL MEETING. 
Due to the April meeting falling on ANZAC day, it has proven impossible to arrange 
for a guest demonstrator. Because of this it has been decided to run another (if less 
formal) hands on day. We’re not sure what we’ll be doing yet but whatever it is, it’ll 
be in the shed so if you’re not attending an ANZAC day commemoration come along, 
it’ll be a great morning. 
 
2015 AWTEx 
It’s getting closer, we hope that everyone has several pieces completed and several 
more underway so that this is another bumper year for the Guild in numbers 
exhibited and hopefully a few places too! 
 

 
GIFT VOUCHER. 
John McBrinn has donated a Gift Certificate to the value of $190 for a classic 20mm X 
20mm branding iron from CNC Creations. Note that this is for a ‘classic’ iron which 
has to be heated over a flame. A look on the website indicates that this will go almost 
to the full cost of a classic iron but only part way to the cost of an electric one (if 
they’ll allow it to be spent on other than the classic). We suggest you check out the 
website (www.cnccreations.com.au)  and maybe contacting them to see how you can 
use it. 
If you’ve been thinking of branding your pieces then this is a great opportunity to get 
one on the cheap (and support the Guild), it has been decided that the best offer will 
get it. If you want it, make an offer to Geoff Easton by email or at the next meeting 
and it could be yours. 
 

http://www.cnccreations.com.au/
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The Koonung Woodturners Guild meets at 9.00am on the fourth Saturday 
             of each month at 109 Koonung Road Blackburn North 3130 
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If unable to deliver please return to Graham Besley, 14 Hunt St. North Balwyn 3104  

Novice Wood Art 

2nd Place  -  Geoff Easton 

Australian Woodturning Exhibition 2014 

 


