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Welcome to Talking Turning for April 2018. 
 
Last month the guild visited the workshops of Mal 
Jackson and Jim Pagonis before ending the 
inspections at Rick Hillier’s where we also held the 
business part of the meeting and had morning tea. 
Many thanks go to each of the members for allowing 
the guild members to visit and particularly to Rick and 
his wife Rosemary for hosting morning tea.  
 
I am sure many member’s minds were buzzing on the Saturday afternoon trying to 
remember all the ideas they had seen in the three workshops. I know mine certainly 
was. There was a questionnaire handed round to see what was the best idea 
observed and in which workshop they saw it. The results are published in this edition 
of Talking Turning. 
 
Following on from the February meeting where some members had brought along a 
few items they no longer wanted but were still useful, Mal, Jim and Rick had all 
found a number of bits and pieces they were happy to pass on with Jim being very 
happy to share some of his vast store of wood with the visitors. I don’t think anyone 
went away empty handed. 
 
The question was raised whether Mal actually did any woodturning in his workshop 
due to its cleanliness. Several members searched very hard to find any dust. 
Eventually some was located under the dust hood on a drum sander. Perhaps any 
future visitors to Mal’s shed should take a token handful of shavings to sprinkle on 
the floor when his back is turned. By contrast, Rick and Jim’s sheds appeared a lot 
more “honest”.  
 
Thanks once again to all who helped make this event a success, particularly Mal, 
Jim and Rick for their generosity and opening their workshops for viewing. It looks 
like the workshop visit may become a regular fixture on the Guild calendar. 
 
Last committee meeting it was decided that we will go ahead with an open day early 
next year. For this to be of any benefit we will need the help and backing of all the 
members. Apparently the first open day the guild held (before my time) was a great 
success but it seemed there was a lot of planning and preparation to make it work. 
Please consider your involvement in the open day and don’t be surprised if on of the 
committee members approaches you with a request for your assistance! 
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I hope you are all making progress towards the entries for AWTEX. The entry forms 
need to be in by May 20th. That is only 4 weeks away!  
 
Coming up, for the May general meeting we have a lady turner from Welshpool 
demonstrating using a copy lathe attachment. This should be very interesting if you 
have not seen a copy lathe in operation. 
 
I hope you have been enjoying reading Talking Turning and getting a refresher of the 
demonstration of the previous month. We must thank David Caddy for the excellent 
job he has done of making sense of the photos with his write up. Unfortunately David 
will no longer be able to carry out this role and we are requiring a reporter to write up 
the demonstrations. Hopefully one of our members recognizes the importance of this 
position and is prepared to volunteer their services. Otherwise future copies of 
Talking Turning may still have the photos of the demonstration but no write up 
explaining the significance. Please let either myself, or Rick Hillier know if you feel 
you could help. 
 
Regards. Richard Jardine.  
 
 
 
And the winner is:- 
 
Here is a breakdown of the ideas most liked and where they were observed. 
 

Idea Mal Jim Rick Total 
Dust extraction system   1 1 
Set out and use of kitchen cabinets 1   1 
Mobility of machines. Machines could be 
wheeled away for storage to maximize space. 

 
4 

   
4 

Available space of the workshop. Large size.   1 1 
Set out / arrangement of equipment.  1  1 
Log cutting slide for the bandsaw.   2 2 
Suspended extension cable on wheels that 
could be pulled out of the way 

 
2 

   
2 

Dust filter in the roof 1   1 
Cleanliness 1   1 
Storage. Jigs stored on walls. 1   1 
Amount of timber  3  3 
Lathes 1 1 1 3 
Use of magnets to hold equipment, measuring 
devices, keys & tools and plans onto a display. 

  
1 

 
1 

 
2 

     
TOTAL 11 6 6  
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FEBRUARY	SHOW	&	TELL	led	by	RICHARD	JARDINE	
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Talking Turning Technical Tip 
 

Last month I wrote about dividers and how artisans of old would have them as an 
essential part of their kit. The following shows just one use for them. 
 
Finding Centre for a faceplate. 
 
One way of attaching the faceplate concentrically if you are doing faceplate 
turning is to mark out a circle the diameter of the face plate (or slightly larger) on 
the work piece using a compass or set of dividers. Measure the diameter of your 
faceplate, halve this measurement then add about 1/2 mm so you will be able to 
just see the circle around the faceplate. Draw a circle on a piece of paper and 
centralize the faceplate within the circle. Adjust the diameter of the circle until you 
are happy with the result and can see the line around the faceplate. 
 
Rather than having to measure the size of the circle each time you mount a 
faceplate why not mark the correct distance for future reference? And what better 
place to mark the distance than on the back of the faceplate? With your dividers 
measure the radius then transfer the measurement to the back of the faceplate. 
Placing a center punch mark on each of these two points will simplify locating the 
tip of the compass and pencil next time you have to set the compass. 
 
Another method (courtesy Mal Jackson) is to turn up a pin with the diameter a 
close fit to the threads of the faceplate. Mark the center of the work piece with a 
centre punch.  Place the pin through the faceplate so that the point locates in the 
center mark in the work piece. Just make careful that the faceplate has not 
moved before it is attached as it may not be as evident as having a pencil line 
around the faceplate as a reference. 
 
 
Do you have a technical tip you would like to share? Perhaps a book review or a 
particular product you can review and recommend? Your contribution to Talking 
Turning would be welcome and can add to the enjoyment of the readers. 
 
Regards. Richard Jardine. 

Show	&	Tell	was	actually	the	last	item	on	the	morning’s	agenda,	
conducted	under	Rick	Hillier’s	covered	patio	(fortunately,	as	February	
and	March	rainfall	was	all	delayed	until	this	day!),	while	we	had	a	
delicious	morning	tea.	
The	first	item	was	Rick’s	sculpture	“The	Lookout”,	using	various	
timbers.	
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Neale	Rees	has	turned	a	good-looking	Tasmanian	Myrtle	bowl,	
finished	with	Danish	oil.		He	had	some	difficulties	shaping	the	
undercut	edge,	and	he	received	a	number	of	suggestions	of	tools	
and	techniques,	which	would	make	this	step	easier.	

Graham	Besley	illustrated	some	of	the	steps	in	turning	an	
“inside-out”	wine	glass	in	a	bottle.	
	
Although	these	examples	were	not	done	this	way,	he	said	it	
is	easier	to	turn	the	cylindrical	zone	of	the	bottle	first,	when	
the	four	square	pieces	are	bolted	together	as	a	composite	
2x2	square,	leaving	the	top	and	bottom	uncut.	
	
Then,	when	the	four	pieces	are	reversed	to	make	the	cuts	for	
the	goblet,	it	is	clear	how	much	wood	remains	in	the	regions	
where	the	glass	is	widest	–	apparently,	not	very	much!	(look	
closely	at	these	photos,	where	the	cylinder	turning	was	done	
second)	
	
Once	the	hollowing	cuts	are	finished,	the	pieces	are	again	
reversed	to	turn	the	base	and	neck	of	the	bottle.	

Graham	turned	an	Ash	goblet	to	
match	the	cut-away	in	the	Pine	
bottle.	

He	also	brought	a	Blackwood	
platter.	
	
All	his	items	were	finished	with	
Danish	oil.	

Richard	Jardine’s	Spotted	Gum	bowl	somehow	
missed	out	on	being	photographed,	but	his	
Myrtle	platter	and	Wenge/Huon	Pine	pen	made	
it!		The	platter	is	finished	with	Rustins	and	
Danish	oil,	the	pen	with	superglue.	
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MAL’S	WORKSHOP		
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A	Tale	of	Three	Workshops		
Thanks	from	everyone	to	Mal,	Jim	and	Rick	for	showing	off	their	“lairs”.	

1 Mal doesn’t do any turning in his neat, nicely-lined backyard granny flat.  I’m sure of this, because 
the various machines, with their lockable dolly wheels, and the jigs hanging on the walls, didn’t 
have a trace of sawdust on them.  Must be nice and warm out there in the winter, although I didn’t 
see the TV - but at least there was a microwave! 

2 Jim’s cave was more like it.  His garage and carport have grown along the side of his house, filling 
with wood, projects and machines.  The end (currently anyway) of the growth is a windowed 
studio/workshop in the back garden – very pleasant outlook. 

3 Rick has, like many of us, banished the cars from the two-car garage, in favour of wood turning and 
wood working machines, some quite historic.  He had a decent supply of larger pieces of timber 
(she-oak, anyone?) and lots of things on the go. 

	
Seriously,	there	were	many	things	to	learn	about	neatness,	practical	solutions	to	common	problems,	
inventiveness,	and	the	joy	of	well-stocked	and	equipped	places	to	get	on	and	do	stuff!	

JIM’S	WORKSHOP		
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APRIL	MEETING	
	
APRIL	MEETING		28th.	April	
	
Cliff	Walsh	will	be	demonstrating	segmented	turning.	
	
May	Meeting			26th		May	
Cynthia	Busk	will	be	demonstrating	the	use	of	a	copy	lathe.	

UPCOMING	EVENTS	

NOTICES	

WANTED	
With	David	not	continuing	to	take	notes	and	doing	the	write	up	for	show	and	tell	and	
the	monthly	demonstration	a	volunteer	is	required	to	fill	the	gap.	
If	you	are	interested	please	speak	to	either	David	or	Rick	to	find	out	the	details	of	the	
job.		
Please	consider	taking	on	the	job.	
	
AWTEX	
Awtex	will	take	place	again	this	year	at	Kingston	City	Hall	on	June	22-24.	
Entries	close	20th	May	2018.	
	
For	Sale	
Have	something	you	no	longer	use	or	need?	Bring	it	along	to	the	meeting	and	see	if	
another	member	may	wish	to	buy	it.	

RICK’S	WORKSHOP		
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Woodies Weekend Watch list 
	

Date	 Event	 Location	 Contact 
Name	

Email	

2nd – 4th 
March	

Bowna 
Turnabout 

(formerly Wagga 
Wagga Turnabout	

Bowna 
NSW	

Harry 
Dennis	

wagga.turnabout@gmail.com  
dennispastoral@bigpond.com 

	

28th – 29th 
April	

Grampians U 
Turn	

	 Jeff Willey	 willey76@tpg.com.au 
	

20th – 22nd 
July	

Forest Edge 
Experience	

Neerim 
East	

Mary 
Reynolds	

lakeviewmary@gmail.com 
	

7th – 9th 
September	

Down Under 
Turnaround	

Phillip 
Island	

Bruce 
Talbot	

bctalbot@bigpond.com 
	

9th – 11th 
November	

Roundtooit	 Jindabyne 
NSW	

Richard 
Nutt 

0404 020 
440	

Kerry Truelove 
02 6457 8214	

	

Below	is	a	list	of	turning	weekends	available	for	you	attend	if	you	wish.	
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	 KOONUNG WOODTURNERS GUILD 
INC. 

Promoting Excellence and Fellowship in 
Woodturning 

Reg. No. A0033752T 
	

The Koonung Woodturner’s Guild meets at 9.00am 
on the fourth Saturday of each month at 109 

Koonung Road Blackburn North 3130	

If	unable	to	deliver	please	return	to	Richard	Jardine			15	Cunningham	St.	Box	Hill	3128	

Second Place Ornamental turning Open  
Cliff Walsh 

Australian Woodturning Exhibition 2017 
	


