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PRESIDENT’S REPORT	VOL 9/17	 SEPTEMBER 2017	

Webmaster, and Tom Beswick has returned to the committee after taking a break to 
become Vice President.  
Di Bermingham is also on the committee again after a break, now assisting with 
organizing demonstrators. Rick Hillier remains the editor of Talking Turning. We still 
need a volunteer to look after the raffle each meting and note the attendances. Please let 
anyone on the committee know if you are interested. 
 
As well as the AGM, at the August meeting we collected the toys you had been working 
on for Country Hope. This year Alan Thompson suggested that the members vote for the 
best toy rather than the Monday night crew deciding the winner. Come along to the 
September meting to find out who has won the John Atkinson award. I was able to 
deliver the toys to Babs Donaldson when I attended the DUTA woodturning weekend in 
Philip Island last weekend. She was delighted in to have so many toys and appreciates 
the effort that has been made. 
 
The August meeting also saw a range of gadgets and gizmos displayed as part of the 
Gadget Day. See the write up later on for further information. 
 
Some of the upcoming events are:- 
Nunawading Spring Festival Sunday 15th October 
President’s Challenge due October meeting 28th October 
Toys for Salvation Army and EERN due November 25th 

 

At the last committee meeting it was pointed out that there was only one prize offered for 
the President’s Challenge. The committee decided to offer another prize of a skew chisel 
to encourage more participation from less experienced or confident members. The two 
divisions for the best miniature will be open/intermediate and novice. If you are required 
to enter as an open or intermediate turner at AWTEX then you will be ineligible to enter 	

Welcome to the September edition of Talking Turning. 
 
Another year has passed and another AGM. Thank 
you to all who turned up on the day. It was a very 
successful meeting with the AGM taking up very little 
of the day and yielding a full committee of the 
following members. I have accepted the position of 
President for another year. Graham Beasley has 
taken up the position of Secretary. Neale Rees, one of 
the Guild’s newest members, is Treasurer as well as  
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in the novice section for the challenge. To further entice participation the committee 
decided to give the winner of the novice section first choice of the chisel or the blank of 
Honduras Mahogany as their prize. 
 
As I mentioned, last weekend I attended the Down Under Turn Around wood turning 
weekend at Philip Island. Best described as a gathering of woodturners from various 
clubs and localities for a wood turning weekend where you bring your own equipment 
and work on your own projects.  
“But I can work on my own projects in my own workshop without having to take anything 
anywhere.” I hear you say.  
True, but you do not have the fellowship and camaraderie of other woodturners. Nor do 
your have the ability to gain inspiration and ideas as you wander around and see what 
other turners are doing and how they work. Likewise, you are not able to watch 
recognized woodturners like Richard Raffan, Guilio Marcolongo or Ken Wraight as they 
demonstrate and make themselves available to give advice when asked. 
 
These events also usually have a fundraising element to them with attendees 
encouraged to turn or bring an item for the silent auction and many businesses providing 
items for a raffle held on the Saturday night. I believe over $1,500 was raised by DUTA 
for MS this year. I have now been to a number of this style of event and would 
recommend them highly to anyone who wants to have a great weekend away, make 
new friends, gain inspiration and learn new talents. DUTA was well attended this year 
with many people coming from interstate, one person even came from Western 
Australia!  
 
If I don’t see you tomorrow at Schwerkolt Cottage I hope to see you at the September 
meeting when Jim Pagonis will be demonstrating how to turn a walking stick. 
 
Keep up the turning. 
 
Richard Jardine.	

 
 
 

 
of the upcoming events are:- 
Schwerkolts Cottage this Sunday 17th September 
Nunawading Spring Festival Sunday 15th October 
President’s Challenge due October meeting 28th 
October 
Toys for Salvation Army and EERN due November 
25th 

 

At the last committee meeting it was pointed out 
that there was only one prize offered for the 
President’s Challenge. The committee decided to 
offer another prize of a skew chisel to encourage 
more participation from less experienced or 
confident members. The two divisions for the best 
miniature will be open/intermediate and novice. If 
you are required to enter as an open or 
intermediate turner at AWTEX then you will be 
ineligible to enter in the novice section for the 
challenge. To further entice participation the 
committee decided to give the winner of the novice 
section first choice of the chisel or the blank of 
Honduras Mahogany as their prize. 
 
As I mentioned, last weekend I attended the Down 
Under Turn Around wood turning weekend at 
Philip Island. Best described as a gathering of 
woodturners from various clubs and localities for a 
wood turning weekend where you bring your own 
equipment and work on your own projects.  
“But I can work on my own projects in my own 
workshop without having to take anything 
anywhere.” I hear you say.  
True, but you do not have the fellowship and 
camaraderie of other woodturners. Nor do your 
have the ability to gain inspiration and ideas as 
you wander around and see what other turners are 
doing and how they work. Likewise, you are not 
able to watch recognized woodturners like Richard 
Raffan, Guilio Marcolongo or Ken Wraight as they 
demonstrate and make themselves available to 
give advice when asked.  
 
These events also usually have a fundraising 
element to them with attendees encouraged to 
turn or bring an item for the silent auction and 
many businesses providing items for a raffle held 
on the Saturday night. I believe over $1,500 was 
raised by DUTA for MS this year. I have now been 
to a number of this style of event and would 
recommend them highly to anyone who wants to 
have a great weekend away, make new friends, 
gain inspiration and learn new talents. DUTA was 
well attended this year with many people coming 
from interstate, one person even came from 
Western Australia!  
 
If I don’t see you tomorrow at Schwerkolt’s 
Cottage I hope to see you at the September 
meeting when Jim Pagonis will be demonstrating 
how to turn a walking stick. 
 
Keep up the turning. 
 
Richard Jardine.	

	A	couple	of	pictures	from	Down	Under	Turnaround	at	Phillip	Island.	Guilio	
Marcolongolo	demonstrating	and	an	overall	setup	of	the	work	space.	
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Alan	Thompson	turned	these	Knitting	Nancies	
from	camphor	Laurel	in	preparation	for	
Schwerkolt	Cottage.	Alan	pointed	out	that	the	
hole	diameter	needs	to	be	large	enough	to	allow	
the	wool	to	pass	through.	He	also	included	wool	
and	instructions.	
	
Charles	Mercer	turned	this	lovely	lidded	
container	from	Claret	Ash	and	Wenge,	it	is	
finished	it	with	Danish	Oil.	The	pendant	below	
was	turned	from	Redgum	and	finished	with	CA	
glue	and	EEE.	He	turned	the	offset	with	the	chuck	
purchased	from	Cliff	Walsh.	The	bail	for	attaching	
the	chain	was	difficult	to	find	but	Charles	has	
found	a	supplier	in	Prahan.	See	Charles	for	
details.	
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Di	Bermingham	
turned	a	skipping	
girl.	The	arms	have	
been	drilled	out	and	
a	tube	inserted	right	
through.	The	crank	
is	made	from	a	
coathanger.	A	tip	
from	Di	is	to	bend	
the	crank	handle	
last.	

Above	is	Joe	Walker’s	first	
attempt	at	Including	Pewter	in	
his	turnings.	He	made	up	a	
sleeve	to	pour	the	band	in	place	
before	turning.	He	then	
embellished	the	pewter.	
Finished	with	Danish	oil.	

Graham	Besley	turned	these	very	well	finished	
Kokeshi	dolls.	He	used	JoSonjas	paints	and	added	
gold	for	sheen,	fine	brushes	and	end	of	skewers	to	
paint	the	drops.	The	lidded	container	on	the	right	
is	turned	from	Huon	Pine	and	embellished	with	
his	new	pyrography	pen.	A	turning	done	by	Joe	
walker	inspired	the	handle	on	the	lid.	

John	Wheeler	made	these	Pate	knives	from	
various	timbers.	They	are	to	be	auctioned	
off	during	his	upcoming	trip	to	New	Zealand.	
Finished	with	Grapeseed	oil.	
Max	Lehmann	using	Myrtle	and	Huon	Pine	
turned	the	platter	on	the	right.	Glass	plate	
removed	for	photograph.	
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Peter	 Jerrens	has	been	busy	and	completed	
a	 bowl	 from	 a	 laminated	 beam,	 he	 found	
that	it	did	not	chip.	The	snowmen	boxes	are	
based	 on	 characters	 from	 “Frozen”	 turned	
from	 cypress	 pine	 and	 painted.	 H	 eused	
paddlepop	 sticks	 and	 skewers	 to	 add	 the	
features.	
Brendan	Stemp	provided	the	inspiration	
for	lighthouses	turned	from	cypress	
pine.	He	included	LED	lights	in	the	cast	
coloured	tops.	

Richard	 Jardine	 made	 a	 Pen	 box	 and	 used	 barrel	 hinges.	 It	 was	 made	 from	 Red	 gum	 and	
finished	with	Livos	oil.	The	small	bowl	was	turned	from	Orange	Brush	Box	and	finished	with	
Glow.	

Rick	Hillier	made	this	21st	Key	from	Red	gum	and	Jarrah.	
He	finished	it	with	Danish	Oil.	The	tip	of	the	key	can	be	
removed	and	the	main	body	has	been	drilled	out	to	
accommodate	written	messages	from	friends.	
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On	the	left	we	have	pens	turned	by	Tom	Beswick.	Timbers	used	are	snakewood,	Myrtle,	
Blackwood	and	Chestnut.	
On	the	right	are	two	boxes	turned	by	Val	Dalsonto,	timber	unknown,	finished	with	EEE.	

Various	tool	rests	for	turning	bowls.	
His	deep	hollow	sanding	pads	made	from	plastic	
decking.		
His	Pyrography	pen	from	Ironcore	used	for	
embellishing	his	work.	

Graham	brought	along	a	
number	of	items	for	gadget	
day.	Starting	from	above	and	
going	clockwise.	This	is	a	
doughnut	chuck	which	he	
made	to	complete	the	
bottom	of	the	huon	pine	
lidded	container	shown	in	
show&tell.		
A	threaded	live	centre	which	
allows	you	attach	your	
chuck	to	the	tailstock.	



	 7	

If	you	find	the	disc	has	gone	out	shape	(this	particularly	happens	
on	large	jobs)	put	the	disc	in	water	until	it	returns	to	the	round	and	
then	apply	superglue	to	keep	it	in	shape.	The	superglue	will	work	

Mal	Jackson	bought	along	a	jig	for	
turning	a	square	vase.	The	timber	
is	rotated	four	times	and	each	
face	has	the	identical	shape	
turned	onto	the	flat.	It	is	then	
placed	between	centres	to	
complete	the	turning.	

Peter	Jerrens	showed	us	this	tailstock	steady	he	bought	from	America.(Gerry	
Tuscon)	it	is	used	to	turn	off	the	tenon	from	bottom	of	bowls.	
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John	Wheeler	showed	us	a	gadget	for	
centering	your	faceplate	ready	for	screwing	
into	place	and	jig	for	determining	the	golden	
mean	when	turning	boxes	etc.	
	

Peter	also	showed	us	these	spanners	
with	extended	handles	which	he	has	
found	to	be	very	useful	to	loosen	and	
tighten	nuts	and	chucks.	On	the	right	is	a	
modified	dowel	jig	that	fits	into	his	banjo	
and	is	used	as	drilling	guide	
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Alan	Thompson	showed	us	his	jig	
for	turning	multiple	wheels	at	once.	
He	uses	all	thread	for	the	shaft	and	
has	an	array	of	jigs	for	drilling	
accurate	hole	in	end	to	take	the	live	
centre.	
	

Below	is	Richard	Jardine’s	Cole	Jaw	extension.	Attach	timber	to	cole	jaws	place	a	sacrificial	piece	
between	jaws	and	turn	a	cseries	of	circles	which	when	you	remove	the	sacrificial	piece	gives	you	
the	clamping	capacity.	

Again	a	Richard	gadget	for	making	the	glueing	of	pens	easier	and	reaming	of	ends	
before	turning.	



	 10	

Her	are	some	picture	from	Schwerkolt	cottage	on	Sunday	17th.	September.	Member	
gathered	and	showed	there	skills	to	the	crowds.	

Turn	the	outside	diameter	of	the	box,	
use	a	hand	held	drill	with	rubber	
stopper	on	as	depth	gauge	to	drill	
depth	of	box	and	then	us	bowl	gouge	
to	remove	excess	material.	Outward	
cuts	give	a	better	finish.	
	
At	this	stage	because	of	cracks	
appearing	in	lid	Stephen	removed	the	
timber	from	lid	to	make	it	a	pot	pourri		
container.	
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Below	is	a	sample	of	the	toys	that	the	Guild	members	turned	for	Country	
Hope.	Richard	presented	them	to	Babs	Donaldson	at	DUTA.	The	winner	of	
the	John	Atkinson	award	will	be	announced	at	the	September	meeting.	
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This years Brian Christian award was presented to John Osborne. 
The aim of this award is to recognise a member for his or her 
marked improvement in woodturning since becoming a member 
while at the same time having contributed significantly to the Guild. 

First	off	he	turned	
the	outside	shape	
and	then	a	spigot	on	
the	bottom.	
	
Remounted	and	
turned	a	dome	from	
the	centre	of	the	
timber.	

UPCOMING	EVENTS	

Ø September	meeting	
Ø September	meeting		Jim	Pagonis	demonstrating	his	walking	stick	skills	
Ø October	TBA	
Ø Springfest	Sunday	October	15th.	Come	along	join	in,	demonstrate	your	
skills	or	just	spread	the	word	to	the	community.	

Ø Presidents	October	Challenge-	turn	a	miniature.	Your	item	must	fit	in	a	
50mm	cube.	Two	prizes.	Novice	and	experienced.	(see	President	
report	for	details)	

Ø November	Toys	–	time	to	start	making	your	toys	for	the	Salvation	
Army	and	EERN	due	November	25th.	(yes	that	is	the	Christmas	
breakup	already)	
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NOTICES	

David	Coull	
David	passed	away	on	Thursday	14th.	September.	He	was	a	well	respected	
member	of	the	guild	and	his	contributions	will	be	missed.	Below	are	some	
pieces	that	David	presented	at	the	February	Show	and	Tell.	
	
FEES	
The	annual	fees	of	$50	are	due	and	can	be	paid	to	our	Treasurer	Neale	at	the	
September	meeting.		
	
TIMBER	RAFFLE	
At	the	August	meeting	timber	donated	by	Noel	Anderson	was	raffled	off	and	
a	total	of	$200	was	raised	which	was	donated	to	Guide	Dogs	Victoria.		
	
Resignation		
It	is	sad	to	hear	that	Joe	Walker	has	resigned	from	the	guild.	Joe	has	amazed	
us	over	the	years	with	his	offset	turning	and	left	us	wondering	how	did	he	do	
that.	Thankyou	Joe	for	your	input	over	the	years	and	we	wish	you	well	for	
the	future.	
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	 KOONUNG WOODTURNERS GUILD 
INC. 

Promoting Excellence and Fellowship in 
Woodturning 

Reg. No. A0033752T 
	

2017/2018 Committee 
President      Richard Jardine   15 Cunningham St. Box Hill        9890 9201 
Vice President     Tom Beswick         2 Marica Close Nth Ringwood       9876 4533 
Secretary             Graham Besley     14 Hunt st Nth Balwyn         9859 5777                                         
Treasurer            Neale Rees  100 Capital Ave Glen Waverley    0403 540 574                                                          
Committee;         Di Bermingham 6/90 Mt Pleasant Rd Nunawading 9877 6715 
 
Newsletter Editor    Rick Hillier       e-mail:  eric.hillier1@gmail.com 
	

The Koonung Woodturner’s Guild meets at 9.00am 
on the fourth Saturday of each month at 109 

Koonung Road Blackburn North 3130	

Novice 2nd Spindle turned item 
Rick Hillier 

Australian Woodturning Exhibition 2017 
	

If	unable	to	deliver	please	return	to	Richard	Jardine			15	Cunningham	St.	Box	Hill	3128	


