
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

As previously advised by email, we have purchased an equipment package from a past member ( Barry 
Steffason). Some of the items from this purchase have been retained ( a Tough Lathe, Carbotec drill 
stand and a 8” Skill grinder) to replace some older equipment in the shed. Many items have been 
offered for sale within the Guild. We shall be selling some turning tools at the conclusion to next 
Saturday’s meeting, so come prepared for a bargain. We anticipate that overall, we will have gained 
some upgraded equipment at nill cost to the Guild. 
 
By now I hope you have had some fun turning your green claret ash into an item or two. Bring them 
along to this month’s show and tell.  I look forward to some discussion on the challenges that you faced 
when turning green wood. 
Our very own John McBrinn will be our guest demonstrator this month. This promises to be of great 
interest to all members. 
 
We had a good turnout of members at the Nunawading Springfest carnival this weekend. Large 
quantities of shavings were produced so I believe all had a great day. Thanks for the support of those 
members able to attend. 
 
Our end of year breakup luncheon is on again in November. If you are attending it would be 
appreciated if you can pre pay Geoff at the meeting next Saturday. $15 per head. 
 
Cheers, Graham  

 

A thought for the month.....“Good things come to those who wait… greater 

things come to those who get off their ass and do anything to make it 

happen.” - Unknown 
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Our 20th anniversary lunch and History book launch was a successful day. I 
certainly enjoyed the event, I hope you did also.  I trust you are finding 
some interesting snippets in the book. Thanks again to David Pincus for his 
efforts in producing this excellent read.  We have some copies still 
available for anyone who may have missed out. 
Congratulations to Alan Thompson for his Life Membership award,  a well 
deserved recognition for his services to the Guild. 
We have been busy with some equipment purchases. Jim Pagonis and Ross 
Gabrielle have procured and assembled the new Laguna bandsaw. Check it 
out next Saturday, it’s a beauty. Let’s look after it. 
 



  
20th Anniversary Luncheon 

The meeting opened with our President Graham covering several 
items of normal club business including the presentation of the 
Brian Christian award to this year’s winner Mal Jackson. 

In Lieu of the Monthly meeting at the Koonung Cottage, the October meeting was held at the 
Wantirna Hill Club to celebrate the 20th Anniversary of the Guild and to launch the Guild History by 
David Pincus. Members had been asked to bring along an item or two which formed a centerpiece at 
the venue. 
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Following the presentation to Mal, Graham announced that the Committee had decided to 
award Life Membership to Alan Thompson who has been a member of the Guild since shortly 
after its inception. Alan has been a guiding light to many of us who attend the Monday night 
session which he leads, is always available to assist in Guild functions and demonstrations, is a 
past President and former Committee member. Alan is only the fourth member to have been 
awarded life membership and his award is well deserved and long overdue. Congratulations 
Alan. 



  

Once normal Guild business and the presentations were concluded, Graham invited 
David Coull to the microphone to relate the story of the formation of the Guild and tell 
something of its early days. David is one of only three founding members who are still 
active in the Guild, the other two being David Scott and Max Lehmann 
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Three founding members. Guild members David Coull 
(seated left), David Scott (seated right) and former 
member Roger Falahey (standing). Unfortunately, Max 
Lehmann couldn’t attend the luncheon. 
 

With Guild formalities out of the way, it was time to enjoy some lunch. An excellent spread was provided 
by the Wantirna Hill Club which was enjoyed by all.  
 



 
  

Following lunch, Graham launched the Guild History by talking about the 
incredible job that David Pincus had done in researching and writing the book. 
True to Turning contains an excellent and well researched history in addition to 
anecdotes, observations and thoughts about future directions of the Guild and 
the craft in general. Each of the surviving past presidents were then invited up to 
tell us something of their part in Guild history and offer their congratulations on 
the Guild’s 20 years, the Guild History and David’s efforts in producing it. 
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Presidents past and present discuss David Pincus’ Guild History - True to Turning. 
Left to right: current president Graham Besley, past Presidents – Alan Thompson, Arthur Sankey, 
Di Bermingham and immediate past President Ray Smith. 
 

David Pincus spoke in response to the Presidents and provided 
some insight into the reasons the book came about and something 
of the methods employed in its research, compilation and 
production and in concluding, thanked those that had contributed. 
 

David and Graham with a 
copy of the book. 
 

Frank Larsen purchases his 
copy from Treasurer Geoff 
Easton. 
 

In addition to the members and their partners, we were honoured 
to be joined by the Committee of the Australian Woodturning 
Exhibition who came along to celebrate 20 years of the Guild and 
the Launching of True to Turning. 
Left to Right: Stewart Watson, Ray Dennis, Rachelle Leaver, Soren 
Grejsen, Saadi Leaver. 
 



  

Ball in a cube lidded container by Graham 
Besley. Indian Cedar and Redgum, finished 
in Danish Oil 
 

Bowl by Ray Smith in stunning Bird’s 
Eye Maple and finished in Danish Oil 
 

Mal Jackson’s bowl is in Black Heart 
Sassafras and finished in Danish Oil. 
 

Ian Absalom’s dual lidded container is in 
She Oak and is finished in Danish Oil. 
 

Carriage Clock with veneer insert by 
Alan Thompson. Blackwood and Danish 
Oil. 
 

Lovely lilly box in Blackwood by Di 
Bermingham finished in Danish Oil. 
 

Emerging box in PNG Rosewood by John 
Osborne(2). Finished in Danish Oil. 
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Items on Show 

Ray Smith’s ‘Drozda’ lidded container in Lace 
She Oak with ebonized finial and finished in 
Danish Oil. 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

This large finial is from a Redgum post (complete 
with nails!) is by Geoff Easton and is finished in 
Danish Oil. 
 

Ray Smith’s Ducks on the pond is in various timbers and 
finished in Danish Oil. 
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Graham Besley’s footed bowl has 
pleasing proportions. The piece is of 
Mallee burl with ebonized feet and 
brass standoffs and finished in Danish 
Oil. 

Eucalypt Burl bowl by John Osborne(2) finished in Danish Oil. 

Chinese ball by John McBrinn 
 

Large Clock in Redgum Burl by David Coull. 
Finished in Traditional Wax. 
 

David Caddy’s Rolled edge bowl in Cypress 
and finished with EEE and Shellawax. 
 



  

Charlie Mercer’s clever dovetail bowl is in 
Blackwood and an unknown timber, 
finished with Wipe-On Poly. 

Joe Walker’s ilidded container in 
Sydney Blue Gum is finished in 
Danish Oil. 

Ross Gabriel’s carved and stained vase is in Prunis and 
finished with EEE 

This stunning Blackwood bowl is 
by Ray Dennis and is finished in 
Danish Oil. 

This vase fashioned on a jug is in two unknown timbers (possibly 
Leatherwood and Sassafras?) is by David Coull. It is finished in 
traditional wax. 

Walking stick by Jim Pagonis in Ebony and Huon Pine and 
finished with Danish Oil. 

Di Bermingham’s tiny, detailed smugglers buttons in Redwood 
and Queen Ebony finished in EEE and Traditional Wax 
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Di Bermingham’s lidded container with 
carved Ebony finial is finished in EEE and 
Traditional Wax. 

A multi centre turned art masterpiece by Joe 
Walker. It is in Flowering Gum and finished in 
Danish Oil. 

Carriage clock in Redgum and Claret Ash by 
Charlie Mercer. It is finished in Wipe-On Poly. 

A miniature natural edge lidded container by 
Di Bermingham. This piece is in Sandlewood 
and finished in Danish Oil. 

Alan Thompson’s superb carriage clock in 
Redgum finished with Danish Oil. 

Oval bud vase in Black Heart Sassafra by John 
Osborne(2) is finished with Danish Oil. 

Pierced ribbon turned by John McBrinn depicting 
Australian animals. 
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FORWARD PROGRAM and REMINDERS 

OCTOBER MEETING. 
John McBrinn will be our demonstrator for the final meeting of the year prior to the breakup luncheon. 
John will be demonstrating making the ‘Dizzy’ bowl which gained him 1st place in the Open ‘Bowl up to 
20cm’ section of the Woodturning exhibition the year. 
In addition to John’s demo we will be seeing the results of the ‘club challenge’ when will all be 
displaying our bowls turned from the green wood provided by our president, Graham Besley.  
As you are no doubt aware, we have purchased all of the equipment from Barry Steffenson, some of 
which will be kept for our use and other will be offered for sale. To that end, some of his tools will be 
available for sale at the October meeting. Other stuff, including timber, will be offered for sale over the 
coming months. 
 
NOVEMBER MEETING. 
As per usual, the November meeting will be the Christmas breakup. Graham will be circulating a list for 
you to add your name should you and yours intend to come along to the luncheon. Graham will also be 
asking for members to assist with the catering. The majority of the catering items will be provided by 
the Committee but there are still a few things that we may need help with. Attendance cost will be $15 
per head as last year and Geoff will be available to collect your money should you want to pre-pay. 
 
CHRISTMAS TOYS. 
Don’t forget that we will once again be providing toys to the Salvos and Eastern Relief for those less 
fortunate children in the community. Hopefully you all have been busy in the workshop frantically 
creating masterpieces ready for the presentations at the November breakup. 
 
OUTSTANDING MEMBERSHIP FEES. 
Some members still haven’t paid their annual memberships. If you haven’t yet paid,  Geoff will be 
happy to take your money at the October meeting or you can arrange Direct Debit to our account – 
contact Geoff for account details. 
 
LIBRARY. 
Could members who borrow books, DVDs and/or magazines from the library please ensure that they 
sign their borrowed items out and ensure that they return them in a timely manner and make sure 
they sign them back in again. 

NUNNWADING SPRINGFEST 

Another great day at Nunawading Springfest was enjoyed by members who provided the visitors with a 
fine example of turning skills. A few items were sold to discerning art collectors and quite a few 
enquiries were made by potential new members. 



KOONUNG WOODTURNERS GUILD INC. 
Promoting Excellence and Fellowship in Woodturning 
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    The Koonung Woodturners Guild meets at 9.00am on the fourth Saturday 
             of each month at 109 Koonung Road Blackburn North 3130 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

If unable to deliver please return to Graham Besley, 14 Hunt St. North Balwyn 3104  

Open Bowl less than 200mm    1st Place        

John McBrinn 

Australian Woodturning Exhibition 2013 


