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I hope you were all as inspired as I was after our June show and tell of the 
Exhibition items. Thank you for sharing your ideas with us. 
 
We currently have an excellent display of the Guilds workmanship at the 
Nunawading Library. Its worth a visit to have a look. I think the Guilds skills 
are proudly represented with this display. Those items loaned will be 
returned at the meeting next Saturday. 
 
The AGM will be held in August. Please consider joining the Committee if 
you have not previously done so. It’s a great way to get further involved in 
the Guild. We need new members to learn the ropes and be prepared to 
pick up the running when some longer term committee members retire. 
 

Our annual Toys for Country Hope contributions are due at the August meeting. This is rapidly 
approaching so I encourage all members to brave the cold and whip up some interesting items for the 
kids over the next few weeks. 
 
I have recently been reading a book titled “The Creative Turner” by Terry Martin. In the book, Terry 
challenges his readers to look at designs and the way to make things quite differently to established 
methods and thinking, and to break the accepted design rules.  This has me thinking about this year’s 
“Presidents Challenge” for the October meeting. (Remember last year we played with green wood). I 
would like all members to have a go at making something that is completely different from anything 
you have made to date. This may be a hollow form, a platter or segmented item, a winged item or 
dissected and reconstructed item or a wacky design. The aim is to reflect a new skill or to challenge 
your normal design perspectives. Please consider having a go and most of all, have some fun. 
 
The July “all day” meeting next Saturday promises to provide a wealth of information by Brendon 
Stemp and an opportunity for fellowship with both our own members and with visitors from other 
Clubs.  Our well known Chef Jim P will be serving up a great lunch. See you there. We start at 9:00am. 
There will not time for show and tell, so save your items for the August meeting. 
Cheers, Graham 
 

And my thought for the month....”The difficulty lies not so much in 

developing new ideas as in escaping from the old ones”   

John Maynard Keynes 
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JUNE SHOW AND TELL  Led by Carol Bentley 

 

Although the meeting was being dedicated to the AWTEx items, a brief 
show and tell was held for the few items brought along by several 
members. 

Peter Jerrjens turned these lovely vases which he brought to a 
high sheen using his buffing station. One is in Garonga(?) and the 
other two in Cyprus.  The laminated bamboo bowl below is 
finished in two coats of minwax and again, was buffed to produce 
the high shine. 

The particularly lovely grain in the lidded container at left makes it 
hard to believe that it’s Cyprus but David Scott assures us that it is. 
David finished the piece with a single coat of Organoil (that’s all he 
could find in the workshop!) and tells us he has 20 of these to 
make. We hope they all turn out as well as this one Scotty. 

Charlie Mercer brought along these two 
pieces in Redgum. At left is a holder for the 
eight accurately turned napkin holder with a 
dyed green cap. At left is lidded container with 
finial. 
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Thirteen of the members who participated in AWTEx brought along their unsold 
pieces and discussed the rationale behind their designs, how they were 
constructed and any problems encountered. Many thanks to all those that 
participated, particularly to John McBrinn who, as always, gave an in depth 
description of the techniques employed in constructing his extremely complex 
pieces. 
The session opened with President Graham passing on his congratulations to 
former AWTEx Committee President  Ray Dennis for another outstanding 
exhibition and expressed the Guild’s thanks for his contribution as an AWTEx 
Committee member during the last thirteen years. 

John Wheeler was first cab off the rank and he 
explained that the bud vase at left was fairly 
straight forward and all went well until he drilled 
the end hole and then brought up the tails stock to 
finish the outside - he over tightened it and split 
the neck and had to glue it. When he began 
turning, it was thrown off the lathe but luckily he 
managed to sand out the damage. It won a first 
place in the novice vase section so a good result all 
round. John doesn’t believe he’d seen a natural 
edge miniature piece before so had a go. The result 
is the Coolibah piece at right, finished in Danish oil 
– well deserved 3rd place. 

AWTEx  item discussions. 
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David Tonkin has returned to the lathe after a period off and 
decided to enter the exhibition with a lidded container. He 
submitted his entry form before finishing the piece.  Murphy 
intervened and his first effort came off the chuck and was 
destroyed. Not to be put off, David started again but the second 
go ended the same way. Proving that third time is the charm, 
the fine Osage Orange container at left is what David entered. 

Charlie Mercer’s Carriage clock at 
right is a variation on Ray Smith’s 
design. This one is in Redgum and 
Claret Ash with pierced Claret Ash 
inserts in the roof. This one earned 
Charlie 2nd Place in Novice clocks. 
The  triple candle holder at left was 
entered into the Novelty section. 
The base is a hardwood which has 
been stained at the edge with Feast 
Watson black spirit stain. 

Frank Larsen gained a third place in the Novice Clock 
with his Carriage clock. This one is in New Guinea 
Rosewood and finished in Danish Oil 

Ross Gabriel submitted six items and brought along four 
of the pieces. The sculpted bowl at right was carved with 
gouges and sanded from a considerably thicker piece 
after very carefully marking out using a combination of 
the indexer, tool post and a set of dividers. It is turned 
from Banksia and sanded to 1500 grit. 
His segmented vase is made up of some 500 pieces and 
was designed from a combination of those featured in 
several Youtube videos and photos. It earned Ross first 
place in the Novice Segmented/Built up section. 



  

Ross’ long stemmed goblet at left was the result of Jim 
Pagonis advising him to make the thinnest stem 
possible. This one was turned so thin that it bent over 
and Ross had to brace it and tape it straight until it dried. 
It earned him first place in the spindle turned section. 
The goblet with captured rings at right is of Apricot and 
has a wall thickness of around 1mm. The rings were cut 
out using his home made ring tool (hopefully we’ll see it 
at the gadget day!). The goblet got third place in the 
same section 

Geoff Easton didn’t bring any pieces along but told us that his philosophy had been to put in as 
many pieces as possible to support the Exhibition. He commented that he was well and truly 
over mushrooms even though one mushroom piece had earned him third place in the Novice  
Novelty section! 

John Osborne put in eight pieces but brought along four. 
The walking stick at left is in Merbau heartwood obtained 
from a secondary college wood tech section where it had 
been cut off and was to be discarded. It has a carved Huon 
Pine handle and was turned in the Guild’s workshop. The 
lidded container at lower left is in She Oak and New Guinea 
Rosewood and is finished in spray Acrylic. It was awarded 
second place in novice Lidded Containers. The wall clock 
(top right) is the result of playing around with curved 
segmenting. It has a Jarrah centre and Redgum outer with 
contrasting Pecan throughout. The ‘dizzy’ bowl below was 
made after John McBrinn’s excellent demonstration where 
he described their construction. This is in various timbers 
finished in polished CA. It was awarded first place in the 
novice Bowls under 20cm section. 

Jim Pagonis entered three pieces and brought along the two 
walking sticks that he entered into the intermediate Spindle 
Turned Item section. One is in fiddle back Blackwood and the 
other in Spotted Gum, one has a left hand and the other a right 
hand barley twist. Jim commented that he doesn’t use a steady, 
preferring instead to steady the piece with his hand. He sands 
using a long sanding board to ensure a straight shaft. 
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David Scott’s Osage Orange offset candlesticks at left. David started this 
project using Cyprus but they split when drilling for the candle holder. 
He glued the splits up but split again when he began turning so 
scrapped them and went to Redgum. Once again they split when 
drilling so decided to use the Osage Orange. The Osage had some large 
splits which he filled with inserts of Redgum and black epoxy. The 
candlesticks are turned with five centres, true centre and four centres 
at 90 degrees about 20mm offset from true. 

Ian Absalom’s Lidded container at right utilised the style that won him Best 
Novice a year or two ago. With this version, he turned the outside to include 
the side support and then carved it away with a Dremel then sanded to 
gracefully meet the curve of the container. He told us that the side support 
had cracked when drilling for the post but he was able to glue it. He made 
extensive use of templates for the inside and outside profiles. Ian gained 
third place in the Intermediate Lidded Container section. 

The clock at left by Val Dalsanto was inspired by 
Peter Oppenheimer’s Incised Plate demo. It is a 
wall clock but Val has built a curved and 
laminated support on a turned base to show it. 
His square bowl in Spalted Pecan, top right, was 
entered in the Intermediate bowl less than 
20cm category. Unfortunately, it is greater than 
20cm when measured diagonally. The round 
bowl below it is also in Pecan and is finished in 
Shellawax.  Val entered a total of 6 items in the 
exhibition. 

Ray Smith entered 8 items and brought along four 
for discussion. The bowl at top left is Ray’s favourite 
design inspired by NZ turner, Greg Browny. In 
addition to the undercut top curve, Ray adds a ring 
to the underside of the rim as well as at the base. 
This bowl was awarded second place in the 
Intermediate Bowl less than 20cm section. The 
design continues to the bowl over 20cm below it 
which is in Birdseye maple. His Clock design, top 
right, draws the viewer to the clock face and 
includes several design features to add interest. Ray 
stressed the importance of accurate placement of 
the holes as well as ensuring the supports are the 
same length. Ray was awarded second place with his 
clock. Below the clock is his Cindy Drozda inspired 
identical pair which gained third place.  
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Graham Besley entered 8 pieces into the exhibition and 
managed two first, a second and a third place as well as 
a third best Intermediate. His Novelty Item at top right 
was an idea borrowed from Agar and Springer’s 
Woodturning Evolution.  After making several of the 
forms he decided to make some covers with finials and 
bases. He then made the base from Norfolk pine to 
display them. The clock below it was based on an idea in 
a magazine where a bowl was turned with a hole in the 
center, the cut into six pieces and assembled using brass 
rod and a MDF ring. The segments were decorated with 
a positive and negative design on both sides with a 
Dremel. The clock gained a first and third best 
Intermediate. His first place winning identical pair at left 
was constructed using Redgum balls that were 
unsuitable for the skittles he made as one of his 
Christmas toys! The grooves were made on the lathe 
using a homemade jig and a Dremel. 

David Coull was unable to attend the meeting as he 
was overseas but sent his Open Section entries in for 
us to get a close look at. At left is his Cyprus bud vase  
and at right his entry into the Hollow Form section. 
This piece has been decorated using the jig he 
demonstrated a year or so ago. 

John McBrinn’s novelty Item at right conceals a hidden drawer (below left) and 
was inspired by a piece by Turner Alan Batty. After turning the sphere (Very 
accurately using templates) The six centres are marked out and checked with a 
pair of dividers and adjusted until the centres are exactly equal. The piece is 
held in a donut chuck (below centre) and drilled out to accommodate each the 
outer white ring and then drilled for the drawer. The same technique is used 
for the other five centres where the item is drilled and each subsequent ring is 
glued in and turned to match the sphere’s curve. The coloured section is 
constructed of 12 segments of dyed/laminated pen blank (below right). 
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John McBrinn took first place in the Open Bowl less than 20cm 
section with his dizzy bowl at top left. John showed how these bowls 
are made at an excellent demonstration last year. Below it is his latest 
‘bowl from a plank’ which gained him first place in the Open Bowl 
over 20cm section. This bowl gave him the most trouble of all his 
entries due to the difficulty in maintain the straight lines and moon 
shapes which develop during several stages of cutting and laminating.  

The candlesticks at left earned John first in the Open Identical Pair 
Section. They are constructed from triangular segments consisting of 
three white and one purple segment. The first stage is  to glue up the 

4 triangular sections which are each cut with accurate 90  sides to 
which are glued the outer straight purple segments (below left). The 

three sides are then cuts at an angle of 29.5 . To verify the angle, 
John made up the prototype from some laminated chipboard (below 
right). 

Hopefully, John can be convinced to provide a demonstration of the 
techniques involved in one or more of these pieces at a future 
meeting. 

Nunawading Library Display 
Once again, the Guild has been asked to provide a display at the Nunawading library. This outstanding 
display has been set up by Graham Besley and Ray Smith and features some of the many AWTEx pieces 
loaned by members. The display will be on until July 28th and should not be missed. 
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FORWARD PROGRAM and REMINDERS 

 
JULY MEETING. 
The July meeting will commence as usual at 9:00. There will be no Show and Tell as we will be 
heading straight into the all day demo starring Brendan Stemp. As previously advised, Brendan 
will be turning: 
 
1/  A crushgrind multi axis pepper grinder. 
2/  A bowl with unique texturing techniques and a 'chuck-able' foot. 
3/  A gumnut pendant. 
4/  Using LEDs with resin and wood to make a lighthouse lamp. 
 
Entry will be by the rear door where our treasurer, Geoff will be taking your cash. The cost will 
be: 
Members  $20 
Non Members  $30 
½ Day Members $8 
 
AUGUST MEETING. 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING: 
Notice is given that the Annual General Meeting of the Koonung Woodturners Guild 
Inc. will be held at the Koonung Community Cottage 109 Koonung Road Blackburn 
North on Saturday 22nd August 2015, commencing at 9.00am. 
It is essential that we get 6 to 8 Committee members so that the load can be spread out. If you 
haven’t yet been on the Committee or would like to be on it again please consider nominating 
and help support the Guild. 
The AGM will be followed by our annual Gadgets Day. 
 
JOHN ATKINSON TOYS FOR COUNTRY HOPE. 
Time to get busy making toys for the kids at Country Hope. Hopefully by now everybody is well 
into the planning stages of their toys for this very worthy cause. We look forward to seeing 
what you come up with and don’t forget the best, most imaginative item  will be awarded the 
prestigious John Atkinson award (as judged by the equally prestigious Monday night crew). 
 
MONDAY NIGHTS. 
Don’t forget our Monday night critique session at the Koonung Cottage. We know it’s been a bit 
chilly over the last month or so and it’s a bit hard to drag yourself out after tea but this is a 
great way to improve your turning. Bring along your latest piece for an honest critique, an idea 
that you’ve been toying with, questions on design, technique, finishing, etc. or just come along 
and enjoy the company.  We’re really hoping to see some of our newer members coming along 
to join us and take advantage of the expertise available on the night. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If unable to deliver please return to Graham Besley, 14 Hunt St. North Balwyn 3104  

KOONUNG WOODTURNERS 
GUILD INC. 

Promoting Excellence and Fellowship 
in Woodturning 
Reg. No. A0033752T 

 

The Koonung Woodturner’s Guild meets at 9.00am 
on the fourth Saturday of each month at 109 

Koonung Road Blackburn North 3130 

Novice Vase 

1st Place -    John Wheeler 

Australian Woodturning Exhibition 2015 

 


