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Thanks to Cliff Walsh for his great demo last month with insights into 
producing curved fretworks. I am sure many members are encouraged to 
have a go at this technique in the new year. 
 
Well done to all members for meeting the challenge to complete a new 
technique or item. We had an outstanding show and tell session with a 
great variety of items presented. 
 
Another year is rapidly closing and looking back I believe we had some 
excellent demonstrations and meetings. The number of items discussed at 
show and tell sessions suggests to me that you are enjoying your turning 
and having fun. Surely that the main reason we are involved in our craft. 
 

Our November meeting next weekend completes the year with a presentation of toys to the 
Eastern Emergency Relief Network and to the Salvation Army Toy Appeal.  I hope you have 
made a good selection of toys that will go to many needy children and help make their 
Christmas a happy one. 
 
Please plan to arrive before 10:30am next Saturday to allow sufficient time to sort out the 
donations that will be presented at 10:45. 
 
After the presentation, we will have our annual luncheon. Thanks in advance for those 
members providing food.  There will also be a textile art demo for your wives/partners to keep 
them entertained until lunch. 
 
On behalf of the Committee, I wish all members and your families a very merry and safe 
Christmas. May your turning plans for 2016 give you lots of joy. I wonder what possibilities are 
waiting to be explored through the year. 
 
A couple of Christmas thoughts... 
 
Christmas is not a date, it’s a state of mind (Mary Ellen Chase)  
 
And 
 
You know you are getting older when Santa starts looking younger. (Robert Paul)  
 
Cheers, Graham 
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2015 PRESIDENT’S CHALLENGE  Led by  Tom Beswick 

 

In place of the November Show and Tell, members provided the 
pieces that they produced in response to the President’s Challenge to: 
“turn something never before attempted”. As usual, a large number of 

members rose to the challenge. 
 

Following Brendan Stemp’s August demonstration, Peter Jerrjens got 

the bug and produced the five excellent pepper grinders at right. 

Peter fashioned the pieces on real life lighthouses including one 

representing the last he saw when leaving his homeland in the fifties.  

 

Another stunning piece by John McBrinn is this open 
segmented bowl in American Maple and bed head (yup, 
side of the road old bed head pickup!) with a black wood 
base. John used the Segeasy jig (right) to make this but 
decided that the method described in ‘Segmented 
Woodturning’ by William Smith is a much better method. 

Murray Coulthard also got the ‘pepper grinder bug’ and produced 
the four at left. This was his first attempt at the grinders and told us 
that his biggest challenge was wood splitting.  The Osage Orange on 
was considerably longer but became shorter and shorter as more 
and more splitting occurred. These are destined to become 
Christmas gifts. 

First time Show and Teller and new member, Cliff Walsh brought 
in the Mahogany Lidded container with a delightful arched foot 
and the lovely segmented, miniature wishing well at left. The 
wishing well qualified for the President’s challenge as it was a 
first go of a design similar to one he had seen on the internet. 

New member Rick Hillier produced this excellent example of the 
‘Drozda’ lidded container in Redgum and Silky Oak. The finial is Myrtle 
ebonized using the Smith patent method - a great effort and hopefully 
a first piece for AWTEx next year.  Rick also brought in the Christmas 
tree at left made at the Springfest demo last month. This is offset 
turned using three centres and sealed and painted with acrylic craft 
paint. 
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Graham’s response to his own challenge was the lidded container at 
left. Inspiration for this piece was from English woodturner Jason 
Breach and is basically a square bowl cut in half and rejoined. The 
piece shown here is in Queensland Maple which was “a cow to turn” 
At right is a lidded container in Claret Ash featuring a bead nicked 
from his wife in the lid. Both pieces are finished in Danish oil. 

 

Mal Jackson had never made a Celtic knot before and decided to make something 
featuring one for the challenge. The result is the sphere at right featuring two Celtic knots 
on a stand with a third knot. Mal informed us that it was essential to start with an 
absolutely perfect square when cutting for the knot and to maintain perfect centres when 
mounting on the lathe lest the knot will appear ‘deformed’. The sphere is in Lemon Wood 
and Redgum with the base in Redgum and Huon (he ran out of Lemon Wood). 

Tom Beswick has made clocks but never with the addition of a bezel 
until he made the one at left. The timber was recovered from the base 
of an old standard lamp. The round picture frame at right is in Huon 
Pine and has been finished in slate sealer. The front is made from 
Perspex rather than 3mm glass due to the worry of breakage. 
 

David Scott brought along a side table with inside out turned legs. The legs were 
made of 150mmX150mm Cyprus posts which were extremely heavy. To reduce 
the weight David planed the inside down as much as possible after turning the 
outside. The top is made out of Jarrah. Rather than glue the four quarters 
together when doing the inside out turning, David makes a jamb chuck to suit 
the dimensions of the piece which holds it extremely tightly. David also brought 
in the inside out turned lamp base at right. 
 

Ross Gabriel Scored the piece of Blackwood at a Guild raffle. It proved to be fairly punky with 
plenty of inclusions although he admits to having taken a liking to timber like this. The tenon 
proved to be fairly soft and was the cause of several ejections from the lathe which caused 
cracking which necessitated increasing the size of the opening of the hollow form. He 
finished the piece in Shellac but is now removing it and will finish it in nitro-cellulose lacquer. 
 

It turned out to be a day for Pepper grinders. Di Bermingham also completed her first grinder. She 
found that drilling the piece wasn’t too bad after purchasing a set of spade and Forstner bits to suit. It 
was essential to ensure that centres were aligned so that holes mated when drilling from both ends. Di 
liked Graham Besley’s top design so modeled her grinder’s top on that. The grinder is inBlackwood and 
finished with Wattyl Stylewood sealer and Danish Oil. 
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On a recent overseas trip, David Pincus turned some pieces in Australian 
timber to be given away as gifts. For the men he made pens and for the 
women scarf clips. The one at left is in Redgum and finished with EEE and 
Shellawax. He borrowed heavily from Di Bermingam’s design with the clips. 
 

Ron Dunstan brought along the stunning lamp at left 
using parquetry flooring. To get the beautiful finished he 
applied 3 coats of polyurethane by brush. He also 
brought along the ear ring stand turned as a mushroom 
at right. 
 

John Osborne took a fancy to a piece that was posted on the 
Woodwork Forums – ugly but intriguing. It was based on a design by 
Stephen Hogbin and he had no success but brought in the results of 
several tries (left) . He also completed several other Hogbin style 
pieces, the Eagle profile turning in Coastal Banksia (below right) and 
textured deconstructed bowl in Huon Pine finished in DO with 
Guilder’s Paste highlights(below left). In addition he tried casting 
and turning pewter including the small bowl at right in Tas Myrtle 
burl with pewter base and rim. 
 

More pepper grinders, this time by Val dalsanto. Unfortunately these ones aren’t 
complete as Val insists that he was too busy helping another member with hers. He 
did finish the model at left to demonstrate how they’re assembled. 
 

Reg Johnson provided this miniature hat stand complete with hats. The stand is 
shown alongside a 50c piece to give an idea of its size. 
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NOVEMBER DEMONSTRATOR – Cliff Walsh 

 

Our newest member, Cliff Walsh demonstrated two methods of achieving his 
lattice tops for lidded containers. He showed us how to complete the effect 
on a curved top as it is considerably more difficult than flat tops. In addition 
he demonstrated two methods of completing the lattice tops. 

 

In this demonstration Cliff used English Ash and prepared a blank mounted 
against the chuck jaws with a live centre. It is held ½” (12mm) offset. He then 
used two home made tools (shown at right), one with a square end to produce 
a recess and one angled to cut the chamfer for the scroll jaws (below right). 

 

Drill a hole in the exact centre using the centred toolpost as a guide with a 1/16th (1.5mm) drill around ½” 

(12mm) deep. Using a home made tool (below left) cut evenly spaced rings to the shoulder of the tool (Cliff 

makes these cuts by eye) 

The outside is then turned convex using a gouge and checked with a template. It is essential that the convex 
is a continuous curve forming part of a sphere, it should never have multiple radii. Once the curve is 
complete finish off by shear scraping. To shear scrape, start off with the scraper flat and lift the back off the 

toolpost so that it makes an angle of 45  and scrape with the bottom of the edge. 
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The second (jam tim) method involves preparing a blank with the spigot in the centre (no offset) then 
shape and refine the convex curve and cut the rings as done for the previous method. This is easier 
because there is no ‘cutting air’ as with the previous offset method. Take a jam tim of the correct 
(final) diameter and palce it on the top of the blank offset by 12.5mm and trace around it with a felt 
pen. Cut along the line with a bandsaw. 

 

Mount the blank in a large scroll chuck (Cliff uses a VM120), any bruises to the edge can be cleaned up 
when finishing the lid on the body of the lidded container. Line up the edge of the blank with the edge 
of the jaws to ensure that it is held square. Remove the remaining timber left because of the live 

centre. Mark the inside edge of the box and hollow out until the concave surface is about 3mm 
from the outside face.  Now use the grooving tool to cut grooves deep enough to contact 
the original grooves. The sound of the cutting changes when the breakthrough occurs. 

Prepare a disc of timber with a recess to mount in the chuck about the same dia. as the blank, 
with a concave curve to match the convex curve turned in the blank. Mount the blank and align 
the outside edges and use the tailstock to hold the blank place. Use a spindle gouge to face off 
the bottom to remove any eccentricity. Cliff suggested using pull cuts to start. 

 

Frequently check shape with an internal template. Cut slot to contain the spigot on the base of the 
lidded container then clean up the inside curve with a roundnose scraper and reverse round nose 
scraper (below right) to get right in the corner. 
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The first groove MUST be cut where the hole was drilled through the offset centre to ensure 
maximum strength of the lid. Locate the hole and pencil in a ring at this location. Make the first groove 
about 1/2  mm deep and continue to the centre all about 1/2mm deep. At the last groove before the 
centre, continue on to the shoulder of the tool. It should have broken through. If not it will be 
necessary to take a skim off of the inside to reduce the thickness. If that is the case, deepen each of 
the grooves cut thus far to ensure that they will still be visible after the thickness is reduced.  

Once the inner groove cut through, continue on to the outside. The process will always leave residue 
in the grooves that will have to be removed using a scalpel or craft knife. The edges will also need to 
be sanded to clean up the edges of the ribs. 

JOHN ATKINSON AWARD 

This year’s John Atkinson Award winner, Joe Walker was presented with the award at the October meeting. 
Joe’s toy was the offset turned, natural edge duck. The toy was chosen by a secret ballot of the Monday 
night attendees where the vote was unanimous for Joe’s entry. 
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BLANK PAGE FILLER! 
 

I never really know how to usefully fill up a blank page when the usual content finishes on an odd page as above. I 
could always type “page intentionally left blank” in large letters across the page but reckon that’s a bit slack so usually 
trawl the internet for something to use. This month is a bit easier as I have just spent a weekend at a demo organized 
by Northern Woodturning and Woodgroup South Australia featuring Neil Scobie. The demo consisted of 8 sessions, 
each demonstrating the construction of one of his signature pieces. He devoted one whole session to ‘Developing a 
Concept’ which is the method he uses to evolve a piece.  

Neil stated that developing a concept is the method he uses to get from an idea to a finished piece by 
passing through several discrete steps - often a number of times. Ideas come to him at odd times, often 
when walking (which he does daily at his home in Coffs), shopping, in the shower, while dozing, etc. and 
usually evolve via a lot of thinking about the initial idea. Often he will take photographs of the inspiration (a 
tree or vine, a seashell, an inspirational sunset with clouds, etc) or he will make a sketch of the initial idea.  
 
 Once he has been inspired and ‘sees’ a piece in his mind’s eye, he draws it, preferably to scale so that 1/ the 
idea can evolve and 2/ he can start working out how to produce the piece. It is important to explore the 
possibilities on paper to allow the form to evolve, explore possibilities and detect any difficulties. All of his 
initial design work is logged in his work books which he always encourages his students to begin keeping. 
 
Once the design is on paper, he models the piece. Depending on the form he uses either timber (not good 
stuff but something plain and easy to work. His preference is silver Ash or Jelatong), plasticine (not play 
dough), closed cell polystyrene foam, etc. At this point he can analyse the piece by looking at the form and 
thinking about it. Often he will put it somewhere where he can see it in passing for a few days and he will 
even ask colleagues to critique it (hmm, sounds familiar – exactly what we do Monday nights). At any time 
he can go back and modify the sketch and/or the model as the fancy takes him. 
 
Once happy with the piece, he begins to work out how to make it which he says is the part he enjoys most. 
He then makes the piece but even when done, he still analyses the piece and if not happy, returns to the 
previous stages to figure out how to improve it. 
 

It’s important to see that the evolution of the piece doesn’t happen in one direction but backward and forward 
through each stage and inspiration must feed into each phase and each phase can induce inspiration! 

 



 

  
 

 

 

 

  

  

FORWARD PROGRAM and REMINDERS 

 
NOVEMBER MEETING.  
The November meeting will be our annual Christmas luncheon. Members are asked to arrive 
from 10:30 and have the toys for Eastern Relief and the Salvos on the table by 10:45. 
Presentation of the toys will be at 11:00 followed by morning Tea at around 11:10. The ladies 
will be having their craft presentation from 11:15 and those interested are welcome to 
participate. Geoff will be on the door collecting attendance fees from those that are yet to pay. 
 
BREAKUP CATERING.  
Many members have volunteered to help with the catering so if you are one of those, don’t 
forget to bring along your offering. Geoff will be able to refund expenses to you on the day. 
 
CHRISTMAS TOYS. 
Don’t forget that we will once again be providing toys to the Salvos and Eastern Relief for those 
less fortunate children in the community. Don’t forget to bring along your contribution to this 
worthy cause. 
 
OVERDUE SUBS. 
Several members are yet to cough up their annual subs which put our treasurer into a funk. To 
de-funkify Geoff please contact him to arrange payment as soon as possible. If you no longer 
wish to continue your membership, please let us know so that we can update the membership 
roll. 
 
WINDCHEATERS. 
Di Bermingham is still planning a purchase of windcheaters and polos with the club logo. Let 
her know as soon as possible if you want to buy any of these items. Maybe get a relative to get 
you one for Christmas!! 
 
MARCH MEETING. 
The March meeting would normally be held on the 26th next year which happens to be Easter 
Saturday. Given that many members are likely to be away, the Committee made an attempt to 
move the meeting to the 19th. Unfortunately, the Cottage is booked on that day so we are left 
with a dilemma. Graham will be looking for a solution at the breakup meeting so put your 
thinking caps on. 
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If unable to deliver please return to Graham Besley, 14 Hunt St. North Balwyn 3104  

KOONUNG WOODTURNERS 
GUILD INC. 

Promoting Excellence and Fellowship 
in Woodturning 
Reg. No. A0033752T 

 

The Koonung Woodturner’s Guild meets at 9.00am 
on the fourth Saturday of each month at 109 

Koonung Road Blackburn North 3130 

Novice Laminated/Built Up 

1st Place -    Ross Gabriel 

Australian Woodturning Exhibition 2015 

 


