
 With a change to my normal Rotary Club meeting night
On 4th February I was able to attend the Monday critique
night.  All attending members brought something they had
recently made and listened to the comments their peers  made 
about them.  Comments and suggestions abounded all night
and I went home with various ideas and plans being evaluated.
There is no doubt these are very valuable times for those who
attend.  Yes you will be told about sanding marks and scratches

- we all know about them - but you will also hear a wide 
variety of turning techniques, skills  and design features as well as see how others do 
things.  When we make something it is natural to make an evaluation of it.  Someone 
else evaluating it is the way to improvement.   I recommend going to the critique nights 
with something you have made.

 Thank you to Graham Besley for organizing the hands-on day for our last 
meeting to Mal Jackson for providing the plans and for the enthusiasm of members to 
complete the item.

 Our next meeting 23th February  will be a visit, organized by Jim Pagonis to 
Pop’s Shed where we can see the wide range of turning tools, wood and materials 
they have for sale.  As well as having a short meeting Chris Bennett, one of the 
proprietors, will give a turning demonstration.  The first visit to Pop’s shed can be a 
little tricky  as their building is situated behind 286-288 Maroondah Highway Chirnside  
Park  with access by a lane at the end of other shops.  It is suggested that we be there 
by 9.30am and those who need transport will be able to go in cars leaving the Cottage 
at 9.00am.

 The challenge for The Australian Woodturning Exhibition for us is to have at 
least 50 entries – 5 more than last year.   Some members approach their entries by 
making an item for a particular category while others  make an item which they 
consider to be of a high standard and then see if it fits a category.  Whichever 
approach you take doesn’t matter but all of our members could make at least one item 
suitable to enter.

 Be it in your workshop or the Guilds having safety to mind is important so the 
committee is looking at our safety documents so that insurance will be applicable.

  See you at Pop’s Shed               Ray
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SHOW AND TELL lead by John Osborne 

Pen and pencil set and purfume pen  in 
cocobolla, bullet pen in brown mallee. Crafted 
by Rick Gilks

Portable oak wine table that collapses into a 
flat pack. Max Lehmann likes to travel in style.

Ornament by David Coull who has a 
different take on the universe.  
Planets revolve around the earth that 
is well supported by a Scotish thistle. 
Puzzle also by David with internal 
thread system.

We had a great number of items on 
display at our January meeting. Keep 
up the good work.

Peter Jurrjens has been busy with 
these items. The deep vase is from 
Geronggand and the UFO platter in 
pine. Welcome back Peter. -- 2 --

Cheese platters and cypress hollow pot by Val 
Dalsanto. The blackwood platter has a centre ring 
made from corian. 



Left, lidded closed form 
in perhaps tulip wood?  
Pine Clock for Graham 
Besleyʼs garage, 
stained & with go fast 
lines. 

Right, some “antique” 
pieces by Reg Johnson. 
The multistand is turned  
from a single piece.  
Chinese star ball and 
similar items show great 
tool skill.

Left, Two intriguing multi 
center pieces by Joe 
Walker. Both in 
Tasmanian Blackwood.

Right,  Segmented vase 
by Ron Dunston. He 
lost count of how many 
pieces. Oh to have such 
good patience.

SHOW & TELL Continued:

Bowls by Arthur Sankey, one in Old 
Hardwood, the other in Maranti

Ray Smith has a new toy, a Dremel. Cutout 
decoration requires a thin and uniform wall 
section. Ray drilled holes first then made the 
shape with a spiral cutter.-- 3 --



JANUARY “HANDS ON” ACTIVITY:
The project this year was to make an ornamental bird 
house, constructed in three parts   
Thanks to Alan Thompson for suggesting the idea. The 
photo left is from a similar activity a number of years ago. 
Alan completed the project with the elegant stand.  
Thanks also to Mal Jackson for supply of the drawings 
and John Wheeler for supply of the Cotoneaster wood 
which had a lovely grain and turned well.

Members had a number of turning challenges, including a 
thin walled center section, accuracy of the joining  
flanges and a finial on the lower section.

It was great to see the enjoyment by 
all and the sharing of ideas and 
especially assistance from the more 
experienced members.

Thanks  to Di Birmingham and David 
Coull for being our two team leaders.  
We look forward to seeing the 
completed items at next months 
meeting.
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NEXT MEETING AT POPS SHED, meeting starts at 9.30. If you need a lift or donʼt 
know where to go, meet at the Koonung Cottage carpart at 9.00 and get a lift by Ray 
or myself.  

WOOD & CRAFT SHOW, at Ballarat weekend of 13th & 14th April. Exhibition and sales of 
woodwork, tools & equipment.  Held at Wendouree Sports & Events Centre  989 Norman 
Street, Wendouree.  $5 entry fee, open from 9am to 5pm. Enjoy a great family day out at 
Ballarat. Flyers available at our next meeting.

SAFETY TIPS FOR  FEBRUARY

Whats down the hole fellows?? Great attention 
was made to parallel wall thickness and joint 
sizing. Well done to all.

Those waiting for a go on the lathes had a good 
chance for a chin wag.

Hands On Activity continued;

• Always wear eye protection when 
operating equipment. Full face 
shield provides best protection 
when turning, especially when first 
roughing down.

Loose items can be caught in rotating 
equipment. Always remove neck 
chains, watches and bracelets, tie up 
long hair and wear well fitting 
clothing.
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